
 

A Changed Life
Johnny wanted no part of God. Still, the young man came to the church in a 
rented movie theater.
“He said he liked coming because we didn’t make him dress up,” remembers 
Larry Totzke, the pastor of Capital City Grace Church, a Grace Brethren congrega-
tion in Columbus, Ohio. “He could wear what he wanted and we were friendly.”
Nearly !ve months later, Johnny announced, “about a week or so ago I decided 
that God wasn’t my enemy, and I decided to turn my life over and become a 
follower of Jesus.”
A few months later Johnny was reading his Bible on the bus. The lady beside 
him asked what he was reading. As a result, she decided to follow Jesus, too.
“Before that ride was over, !ve people decided to do the same thing — just 
because Johnny was riding a bus, reading his Bible, and was willing to talk to 
people about what he believed.”
Totzke claims none of the credit. “All we did was welcome Johnny into our 
church, shared with him the love of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit did the work in his 
heart that caused Johnny to be able to ride on the bus and do what he did,” he 
concludes.

This story was !rst published at graceconnect.us/a-movie-and-a-redeemed-life/. Go to 
graceconnect.us to subscribe to the weekly e-newsletter that includes stories about people and 
churches in the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches.
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