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For four years, the Ellet Grace Brethren Church in Akron, Ohio (Jonathon
Carey, pastor), has set out to bless the Ritzman Community Learning
Center, a K-5 elementary school in the Akron public school district.
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The Sunday before classes started, the church opened their doors for the
We Care Ritzman Back-to-School Extravaganza. They welcomed students
and their parents with a variety of opportunities and services, including
backpacks filled with school supplies, free haircuts, door prizes, and snowcones.
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Area businesses also contributed to the event. “Many of the businesses
told us they recognize the good work we are doing in the community,” said
Beckie Gurnish, who orchestrated the event.
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While the day focused on meeting the physical needs of students, it was
also covered in prayer for teachers. “I always make up teacher bags for
those [teachers] who come,” said Gurnish. “This year I told them we would
be praying for them during the school year, and I actually got to pray with
one of them.”
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This story was first published at graceconnect.us/being-a-good-neighbor/. Go to
graceconnect.us to subscribe to the weekly e-newsletter that tells how God is working
through the people and churches of the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches.
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