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version on page 9, but if you’d 
like to see the entire talk, view 
it at vimeo.com/102053589.

In this issue, you’ll also find 
a report on Momentum 
Youth Conference, the 
other annual Grace Brethren 
conference that hosted by 
CE National this summer. 
More than 2,000 students 
were challenged to “count 
the cost” of following Jesus, 
then they fanned into the 

city of Chicago to apply what they had learned.

But conference news is not the only thing in this issue. 
This fall, Grace Community Church in Auburn, Calif., 
will enjoy a renovated worship center, new office space, 
and other improvements on their facility. But the story 
there was not always so rosy. Learn about how Pastor 
Phil Sparling and his congregation persevered in order 
that they could make a difference in their community for 
Christ.

Check out other stories in this issue, as well, and use it as 
a prayer guide to lift up the Fellowship of Grace Brethren 
Churches and its associated churches and ministries. Praise 
God for what he is doing in the FGBC!

Don’t forget, you’ll also find breaking news at graceconnect.
us and on the GraceConnect Facebook page, facebook.com/

graceconnectus, and on Twitter. 

Liz Cutler Gates, lcgates@bmhbooks.com, is 
the editor of Grace Connect. Since 2010, 
she has served as executive director of the 
Brethren Missionary Herald Company. She 
and her husband, Doug, live in Warsaw, Ind.
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It did my heart good.

Maybe that’s an old-fashioned phrase, but it was heart-
warming to see an old-fashioned atmosphere of teamwork, 
family, and encouraging one another in the contemporary 
setting of FellowShift, the national conference of the 
Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches. Speaker after 
speaker reinforced how valuable it is for us in the Grace 
Brethren movement to love one another and to minister 
together – not for our own glory, but for God’s.

In the pages of this issue, you’ll relive the celebration that 
was FellowShift, when more than 400 Grace Brethren 
from around the world gathered in Washington, D.C. 
We laughed together, prayed for one another, and learned 
how others are ministering in their communities. Mostly 
we worshiped the King of Kings and praised Him for how 
He has continued to work in and through Grace Brethren 
congregations around the world. We didn’t have enough 
pages to capture it all, but check out pages 4 and 5. If you 
weren’t there, I trust this report will encourage you as a 
leader or member of a Grace Brethren congregation.

Jeff Bogue summed it up well on Sunday night – lay down 
any prejudices and work together.  You’ll find an edited 

A FAMILY REUNION
We laughed together, prayed for one another, and learned how 
others are ministering in their communities. Mostly we worshiped the 
King of Kings and praised Him for how He has continued to work in 
and through Grace Brethren congregations around the world. 
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ith an unwavering commit-
ment to the Word of God and 

a desire to impact the world 
for Christ, the national conference of the 
Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches 
(FGBC), FellowShift, concluded as del-
egates and attendees signed a large banner 
as A Declaration of INTERdependence.
It came at the end of the final Celebration 
on Sunday after Jeff Bogue, pastor of 
Grace Church, Bath Campus, Akron, 
Ohio, challenged the conference to lay 
down any prejudices and commit to work-
ing together. (See related story on page 9)
The conference was held July 17-21
at the Omni Shoreham Hotel in 
Washington, D.C.
Bartley Sawatsky, executive director of the 
FGBC (and pastor of Grace Community 
Church, Mississauga, Ontario), had 
promised a “buzz-generating” na-
tional conference and he delivered. Grace 
Brethren speakers encouraged, challenged, 
and taught the conference about shifting 
attitudes and methods to reach a new 
generation, and a changing world, with 
the unchanging message of the gospel. 
Among the highlights was the all-FGBC 
luncheon on Sunday where missionaries 
were commissioned, new congregations 
celebrated, and a few awards presented.
CE National presented its Church of 
the Year award to Grace Fellowship, 
Pickerington, Ohio (Keith Minier, pastor) 
and recognized missionary statesman, Tom 
Julien, with its Wall of Honor award.
Women of Grace USA presented Janet 
Minnix, the outgoing president of the 
organization, with their first-ever Lifetime 
Achievement Award – a clock shaped like 
a ship’s wheel symbolic of her successful 
efforts to “turn the ship (Women of Grace 
USA) around.”
The Association of Grace Brethren Ministers 
recognized their award recipients, who had 
been honored on Friday during the AGBM 
annual meeting. Jesús Muñoz, director of 
ethnic ministries for Encompass World 

W

Conference Takes Stand

TO WORK
TOGETHER
FOR GOD

Partners, received the Excellence in Ministry 
award. Jim Brown, pastor of Crossroads 
Community Church, Holmesburg, Pa., and 
director the MetroGrace church planting 
effort in Philadelphia, Pa., was recognized as 
Pastor of the Year. Charles Thornton, long-
time Grace Brethren pastor who now resides 
in Soldotna, Alaska, received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
Most of the national organizations spon-
sored a meal where there were opportuni-
ties for updates from that ministry and to 
conduct necessary business. Encompass 
World Partners opted to sponsor 
Engagement Stations, where conference at-
tendees could learn more about ministries 
around the world and how to engage with 
mission personnel in those areas. CPR-3, a 
cooperating ministry, hosted Light Up the 
Mall – A Night to Remember in front of the 
U.S. Capitol. Ice cream, water, and light-
up gadgets were part of the evening, which 
included a group photo.
At the business meeting on Monday 
morning, three new congregations and five 
cooperating ministries were adopted. 
Joining the Fellowship was Woodside 
Church, Ashland, Ohio, Pastor Nathan 
Wells; Living the Word Church, 
Mansfield, Ohio, Pastor Andy Shank; and 
Grupo Amor Cristiano, Dublin, Ohio, 
Pastor Phil Guerena.
Also approved as cooperating ministries 
were Great Commission Bible Institute, 
Sebring, Fla.; Vision Alaska, a church 
planting organization in Alaska; Grace 
Refuge Outreach Worldwide (GROW), 
an orphan care ministry in Southeast Asia; 
Design Outreach, an organization that de-
velops water pumps for use in third-world 
countries; and Metro Grace, a church 
planting organization in Philadelphia.
National conference in 2015 will be held 
outside New York City with opportunities 
to go into the city to visit a variety of 
ministries. Scheduled for July 23-26 and 
dubbed the Flinch Conference, the event 
will focus on risk and what God can do 
when His people step out in faith.

Jeff Bogue challenged the conference 
to lay down any prejudices
and commit to working together. 
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Photos

1  Conference attendees gathered on the 
National Mall on Saturday night for a group 
photo in front of the U.S. Capitol. (Inset) Greg 
Hummel of Auburn, Calif., gets ready to “light 
up the night” with a key chain light.

2  Conference attendees gathered at the 
Omni Shoreham Hotel, an historic hotel in 
Washington, D.C.

3  Each session included a round of “Grace 
Olympics” with contestants from three 
different generations. This night, the 
challenge was to give announcements that 
included a spiritual truth. Left to right are 
Sarah Knepper, Columbus, Ohio (emcee); Ken 
Seyfert, Winona Lake, Ind.; Rob Borkowitz, 
Waterloo, Iowa; and Shannon Horst, Dayton, 
Ohio (all contestants); and Jeremy Byng, 
Goshen, Ind. (emcee).

4  Chuck and Janice Thornton after he was 
recognized with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award by the Association of Grace Brethren 
Ministers.

5  Pastor of the Year award was given to Jim 
Brown, left, church planter with Metro Grace 
in Philadelphia, Pa. Kurt Miller, right, made 
the presentation.

6  Break-out groups and workshops focused 
on specific ministries. This one, on “Disaster 
eMERGENCY Services,” was led by Dan 
O’Deens, executive director of CPR-3 (in 
black).

7  Grace Fellowship Church, Pickerington, 
Ohio, was recognized with CE National’s 
Church of the Year Award. Pastor Keith 
Minier is pictured with Bartley Sawatsky, 
executive director of the FGBC, following the 
presentation.

8  Terry Daniels, right, presented the 
Excellence in Ministry Award to Jesús 
Muñoz at the Association of Grace Brethren 
Ministers meeting

9  Women of Grace USA honored Janet 
Minnix, left, as she stepped down from 
leadership of the organization. Viki Rife 
made the presentation.

10  The conference concluded with delegates 
and attendees signing a Declaration of 
INTERdependence.

Photos by Trent Radbill, Andrew Wood, Liz 
Cutler Gates
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ook up perseverance and you’ll find the word means a 
steady and continued existence or occurrence toward 
a purpose or course of action in spite of difficulties, 

obstacles, or discouragement. You’ll likely not find the name 
Phil Sparling or Auburn Grace Community Church as an 
example, but given their combined story, both, to God’s glory, 
are exemplars of a steady persistence. 
Sparling has pastored the Grace Brethren congregation in the 
foothills of northern California’s Sierras since 1994. (He’s been 
part of the church since junior high when his parents, Gary 
and Barbara Sparling, and family were part of the founding 
group.)
Auburn Grace is a thriving ministry with an average of 750 
people attending worship services on a Sunday morning. 
Visit on a Wednesday evening, their facility is buzzing with 
families – first gathering for a common dinner, then separating 
to various rooms with activities designed for children, a lively 
youth ministry for the teens, and solid Bible classes for adults. 
This summer, they completed a multi-million dollar makeover 
of their building. They remodeled the worship center to add 
retractable seating, added 3,000 square feet of office space, 
renovated the kitchen and courtyard areas, improved the 
parking area, and completed other upgrades to the sound 
system, lighting, and air conditioning.
The picture has not always been so rosy.
The church began in the late 1970s and by 
the early 1990s had grown to a weekly attendance of about 
150 people. They had constructed a 21,000 square foot 
building on the northeast side of Auburn with the intention 
of finishing portions as they had the funds. The practice had 
been allowed by the city, but by the time the church began 
construction, building codes had changed. They were required 
to complete the entire building.
The congregation initially secured a $450,000 construction 
loan from the Grace Brethren Investment Foundation, 
according to Sparling, who was then serving as the pastor of 
children and youth. It required monthly payments of $4,500, 
the same amount as the lease for their rented facility, he 
remembered. With plans in place to grow, the church was able 
to meet its obligations – until faced with the necessity to finish 
the facility totally before occupancy.
“We ended up borrowing another $300,000 to finish it,” he 
recalled, “so now our payments were $8,000 a month and our 
church hadn’t grown.”

PERSEVERANCE

L

“We’re going to go back [to our own building].
We don’t know when or how, but we’re going back.”

It was not long before the senior pastor and the associate 
pastor, who had served as the project manager of the 
construction project, each shifted to other ministries or 
jobs. 
“We moved in [to the new building] and we had three 
pastors and an office staff. Six months later, I was the only 
one sitting here,” said Sparling.
In spite of the difficulties, he and others would 
brainstorm about what the church could be in the community 
of Auburn. So, when it came time for the elders to hire a new 
senior pastor, he was prepared to present a five-year plan.
He also didn’t feel God releasing him to leave. “I didn’t really 
have this dream of, ‘this is going to be the greatest place on 
earth,’” he remembered. “I just felt like, ‘Lord, can I go? Are 
you releasing me?’ And I felt like [the answer was], ‘No.’”
Within those next five years, it became more apparent the 
church was over burdened by their financial responsibility and 
growth had stalled. It wasn’t part of Sparling’s plan, but he 
continued to look to the Lord for guidance, knowing the plan 
was His.
By 1998, the new facility was rented to another church 
and the Grace Brethren congregation moved to smaller, less 
expensive space for their own worship services and ministry. 
The group that leased the building approached them about 
purchasing the property.
“We would have walked away with $500,000,” said Sparling.
However, it didn’t feel right.
“We asked for 30 days to pray about it,” he recalled. “We just 
prayed, as leaders.”
At the end of the 30 days, they were unanimous. “We’re going 
to go back [to our own building]. We don’t know when or 
how, but we’re going back.”
That caught the attention of Ken Seyfert, 
director of the Grace Brethren Investment Foundation 
(GBIF), which had financed the construction. He met with 
the church elders.
“We explained to him that we felt that God gave us a vision 
when we built this to be a real community center,” noted 
Sparling. “We wanted to go back and finish the vision.”
“We respected their decision,” recalled Seyfert, who is now 
CEO at the GBIF, remembering some “tough love and 
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ehemiah 3 is where God starts 
to record those who rebuilt the 
wall. Nehemiah spaced [the 

workers] along the wall of Jerusalem; 
and to my count, somewhere between 
55 and 60 groups of people were work-
ing on the wall at once. They rebuilt the 
wall in 52 days.
Walls in the ancient world meant more 
than protection. The city that had the 
greatest walls showed it had wealth, 
influence, and military might. More 
than that, the walls were symbols of 
authority – who ruled and who defined 
the worldview of that particular region.  
In Nehemiah 1:4-9, he prays, “I heard 
these things, I sat down and wept. For 
some days I mourned and fasted and 
prayed before the Lord of heaven.
“Then I said, ‘Lord, the God of heaven, 
the great and awesome God, who kept 
his covenant of love with those who 
love him and keep his commands, let 
your ear be attentive and your hearts 
open to hear the prayers your servant 
is praying before you day and night for 
your servants, the people of Israel.’”
“I confess the sins that we Israelites, 
including myself and my father’s family, 
have committed against you.
“We have acted wickedly toward you. 
We have disobeyed the commands, the 

decrees, the laws that you gave your 
servant Moses.
“Remember the instruction you gave 
your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you were 
unfaithful (emphasis added), I will scat-
ter you among the nations, but if…’” 
Two big words that are circled in my 
Bible.
“‘…but if you return to me and obey 
my commands, then even if your exiled 
people are in the farthest horizons, I 
will gather them there and bring them 
to the place that I have chosen as a 
dwelling for my name.’” (NIV)
Nehemiah wasn’t sad that the country 
had lost its standing in the world’s 
stage. He wasn’t upset the military was 
downsized or that physical things were 
in ruin.
What broke his heart was the physical 
display – the outcome of God’s people 
no longer responding to God’s call. He 
wept because the God that he loved, 
that he followed, and that he was giving 
his life to was being humiliated by the 
behavior of his people.
He cast that vision when he led the 
people back to Jerusalem. So when they 
went to build, they weren’t just trying 
to save their skin, they weren’t just 

REACH OUT YOUR HAND
The Conversation of Sharing by Jeff Bogue

From the moment the congregation 
stepped back onto the property at
3126 Olympic Way, they have been
focused on seeing the vision completed. 

prayer” while helping the California congregation develop a 
stewardship plan.
Sparling admits those years were not easy. He remembers the 
question of a conference speaker – if your church shut down, 
would it make a spiritual impact in your community? He 
posed the subject to the leadership. “It really got the elder 
board thinking, talking, and praying,” he reminisced. 
A new vision was developed and new ministry plans were 
enacted. Things slowly began to change.
By 2002 the church had a solid board of elders and was able 
to hire two key staff people part-time: Lorin Miller as associate 
pastor and Steve West as youth pastor. It was late 2004 before 
Grace Community Church would return to their facility. By 
that time, they had grown to nearly 300 in attendance.
It was then Sparling again took stock of his own situation. 
“I thought, ‘We’re back. I’ve completed God’s request of 
stabilizing the ministry and returning to the building. Here’s 
my window to move on.’” He asked the Lord: “What is your 
next plan for me and for [my wife] Ruth?”
He says it was very clear: “Finish the vision.”
For Sparling and the church elders, the vision has been to 
develop a thriving family of believers who know Christ and 
make Him known with a faith-based, community-focused 
campus. 
From the moment the congregation stepped 
back onto the property at 3126 Olympic Way, they have been 
focused on seeing the vision complete. Within the year, they 
established a right-of-first-refusal relationship with the owner 
of the gym next-door and developed tentative plans to use that 
facility for youth ministry when it becomes available. (They 
already lease it for special events.)
They knew that another six acres to the north of their property 
could be developed into a faith-based park. When it came on 
the market for $400,000, they approached the church that 
owned it. Even though there were seven offers at the asking 
price (and above), Grace Community Church’s offer of the 
original asking price was accepted, with the seller financing it 
for five years at four percent interest with an annual payment.
Sparling remembers meeting with the elder board of the other 
church. “We have a vision of using that property some day for 
the Lord’s ministry,” he said he told them, describing soccer 
and softball fields, an amphitheater, and a playground.

Those plans made sense to the selling congregation and the offer 
was accepted, but the first payment was due in three weeks.
The next Sunday, Sparling shared the news with his 
congregation. At a meeting after the morning service, he 
explained the plan, fielded questions, and suggested they 
pray. “Three weeks later when we took the offering, we got 
$130,000,” he remembered. That was their first payment.
“We called it our ‘August Offerings,’” he said.
Over the next four years they’d begin early in the 
summer to talk about the obligation. By August, when it 
was time to pass the plate, more than enough was given – in 
addition to regular offerings.
The property has remained undeveloped, but the church 
has plans to begin work on the area once this past summer’s 
project is complete.
Sparling is self-effacing while acknowledging the path he and 
the church have trod has been full of seeming obstacles.
He learned to focus on what he had. “A good friend told me, 
‘Whether there [are] 50 people or 500 people, every Sunday 
love the people who are there,’” he remembered. “‘Don’t think 
about [those] who aren’t there or who you want to be there.’”
It’s advice he has not only followed for the last 20 years, but he 
also passes along to other pastors who may be struggling with 
similar situations.
“God does so much work to prepare for something wonderful 
to happen,” he noted, “but sometimes pastors get so 
discouraged that right before the good part, they leave.”
He chooses the word “persistence” to describe that time in the 
history of the Auburn church. “It wasn’t any great program 
that we started or any great insight that I had,” he stressed.
It was that same persistence that kept he and Ruth 
committed to the church. “[From] the summer we changed 
our spending priorities until the time when the other church 
actually took over renting our building, there were three or 
four months where we didn’t get paid,” he reminisced. Church 
members would bring by food for meals or drop off cash to 
help with the mortgage. He says that it helped when Ruth 
began teaching at a local Christian school.
“We just persevered,” he said, remembering how they reduced 
their standard of living while she sewed their children’s clothes 
and family vacations were to “free” places. “I think that was 
what the Lord honored.”

Editor’s Note: Jeff Bogue spoke at the final Celebration during 
FellowShift, the national conference of the Fellowship of Grace 
Brethren Churches, July 17-21, in Washington, D.C. This article is 
based on that presentation. Jeff is a graduate of Grace College, 
Grace Theological Seminary, and Master’s International School 
of Divinity. He is the senior pastor of Grace Church of Greater 
Akron, a multi-site Grace Brethren congregation of more than 
7,000. He and his wife, Heidi, have six children.

N

Nehemiah wasn’t 
sad that the 
country had lost 
its standing in 
the world’s stage. 
He wasn’t upset 
the military was 
downsized or that 
physical things 
were in ruin... 
He wept because 
the God that he 
loved, that he 
followed, and that 
he was giving his 
life to was being 
humiliated by the 
behavior of his 
people.
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If we want to build the walls and 
see God do something supernatural 
through us, start with the heart. We 
have to confess our sin. We’re going 
shoot the elephant. Kill it and grill it. 
You have to learn to give; you have to 
learn to receive.

ere’s the last thing. If we want 
to do this together, we need to 
take pride in our tribe.

I have been guilty of this, and I don’t 
want you to be. I have taken for 
granted what God has given us, more 
than once. I don’t want to take that 
for granted ever again.
Do you understand who we are and 
what God’s doing?
We are inventing new well pumps. We 
have one of the best youth conferences 
in the world. We have an incredible 
mission: Encompass. Find another mis-
sion that’s more cutting-edge. We have 
world-class schools in Grace College 
and Seminary. They’re phenomenal.
We have cutting-edge church plant-
ing networks. Find another fellowship 
[that is] planting churches with the 
creativity and the rapid success we 
are. Nobody’s thinking that way. It’s 
happening all around us.
We have seasoned pastors who know 
what they’re doing, and you know 
them. They’ll make themselves acces-
sible to you.
We have loyalty and passion from 
young pastors. They’re all over the 
place and they love us, they love who 
we are. They want to be involved in 
making the name of Jesus famous.
We have an unapologetic com-
mitment to the Word of God, the 
inspired, authoritative, complete 

Word of God. It’s something that we 
can take pride in.
We have teammates from across the 
globe who are advancing the Gospel 
at biblical speed. Africa, Brazil, Ar-
gentina, Asia, all over the world, the 
Word of God is being proclaimed.
We have tested leaders who are will-
ing to invest themselves in the young. 
If you’re 40 and under, there’s nobody 
holding on to the reigns of power.
One of the things that we should take 
pride in is that the generation above 
us has let go and said, “Let us mentor, 
let us teach, but you guys own it, you 
guys run with it. Make it your own.”
We have something unique. We have 
something special that we can take 
pride in.
Above all, we have a no-lose guaran-
tee from the Creator of the universe. 
The Church is going to advance. The 
gates of hell are going to fall. We’re 
going to win. The name of Jesus is 
going to be proclaimed.

e have a mission, we have 
a cause, we have a plan, 

we have a passion; and 
if we take all that and wrap it into 
unity, I am extremely confident in the 
outcome.
Take pride in your tribe. We have 
something special oriented around 
God’s cause, God’s calling, God’s mis-
sion, God’s Word, God’s plan, and 
together we’ll make the name of Jesus 
famous.
I trust you. I believe that you want 
the name of Jesus to be made famous. 
I believe if we take all that God has 
given us, we love each other, and we 
share, then we can change the world.

ere’s the second thing. If we’re 
going build the kingdom of 
God and see God show up in 

supernatural ways, we have to realize we 
cannot work alone.
I dream that we take the elephant in 
the room, put a bullet in its head, and 
kill it.
What’s the elephant?
“My church is bigger than your church. 
My method’s better than your method. 
This is the cutting edge; that’s an 
old-fashioned edge. If you wanted to do 
it right, you would do this way, etc.”
I have a dream that we stop competing 
and start completing one another.
There are 37 houses in my neighbor-
hood. Five of them that I know of are 
believers. One of the five goes to my 
church.
I pastor in the greater Akron area where 
there are approximately a half a million 
people, live in a state that has tens of 
millions of people, and a country that 
has hundreds of millions of people. So, 
if thousands go to my church, I haven’t 
even made a dent. 
I can’t get the people in my own neigh-
borhood to follow Jesus. Why in the 
world do I think that on my own I can 
do everything?
I can’t evangelize my neighborhood, 
Akron, Ohio, the United States, or 
the world. I’m [pastor of ] the biggest 
church [in the Fellowship of Grace 
Brethren Churches].
Why do I think that I have the best 
method?
I don’t know how to reach poor people 
in apartment buildings. My church is in 

trying to survive in a hostile land. They 
were on a mission from God for the 
glory of God to make famous the name 
of God.
Now, we, being dispensationalists, 
know that the Church in Israel is dif-
ferent. The kingdom today is different 
than Israel – the people of God are the 
Church.
Our passion is reminiscent of the pas-
sion of Nehemiah. The priests and the 
people who came with him would have 
felt the same. They would have been 
willing to risk, work, and give to the 
kingdom of God.
Today the people of God are the 
Church and the kingdom is the king-
dom of Christ, but we want to build 
it. We build for His name; we build to 
align our hearts for His cause and His 
calling. We build for His glory.
There is not one person in this room 
who wouldn’t say, “I want the name of 
Jesus to be lifted high. I want to build 
the kingdom of God. I want to serve 
my Lord.”
When we look at our fellowship and 
its present state, it is not a question 
of motivation. As a whole, speaking 
generally, we would say, “I want in. I 
want to build the kingdom of God. I 
love Jesus.”
I don’t believe it’s a question of why. It’s 
a question of what.
What do you do? How do you rebuild a 
wall in 52 days? 
How do we build the kingdom of God? 
When we think specifically about our 
global network of churches, how would 
we do that? What would it take and 
how would we interact with each other?

This is where the conversation of shar-
ing comes in.
I reach my hand to you; you reach your 
hand to me. It’s beyond a network; 
it’s beyond the global Church of 
Jesus Christ. There’s a tribe, a history, a 
relationship.

f we’re going to build the kingdom 
of God as a fellowship of churches, 
the first thing that we have to do is 

recognize and confess our sin.
Nehemiah prays that the people have 
sinned; “I’ve sinned.” He started with 
the positioning of his heart. 
“God, I want to be used by you; but 
I have broken your heart. Would you 
forgive me for it?”
Personally, I need to confess my sin. We 
know and understand that, but as a fel-
lowship, we must confess and repent of 
and walk away from our corporate sins.
What do corporate sins look like in a 
fellowship?
They’re sins of arrogance. They’re sins 
of jealous envy, personal agendas, bit-
terness, independence, pride, hoarding 
of resources and people, desires to be 
recognized, to have fame for ourselves, 
and a lack of gratitude. The list could 
go on and on.
I have committed every one of these sins 
against you. In 21 years, I am the chief 
of sinners. I’ve watched you get a plaque 
and wondered why it’s not mine. I have 
been able to help you and decided not 
to. I can be incredibly independent.
I sin, and we sin.  
If we’re going to trust each other, and 
we love each other, and God is going to 
do something supernatural through us, 
we must yield our hearts to God and to 
each other.

LeBron James’s neighborhood. I don’t 
know how to start house churches.
I don’t know how to reach Chad. And, 
by the way, they’re better at church 
planting than all of us.
I need my family.
If I am going to do something great 
for God, it’s a ridiculous idea that I 
would somehow know how to do that 
on my own. Why would we be snotty 
with each other about how God has 
gifted us? Isn’t He the One who knit us 
together anyways?
Our brothers and sisters in C.A.R. are 
taking bullets for Jesus, and we would 
argue over something petty.
I have sinned, and I will not do it 
again. I don’t care how you do it or who 
is the biggest. I just want to affect the 
world for Jesus. I don’t want people to 
go to hell.

ere’s the next thing. We must 
give and we must receive. If we 
have something to share with 

our family, share it.
Here’s the other side.
We must receive.
If somebody’s better at it, who cares? 
Learn.
If you have a need and you know some-
one has an excess, ask, because they’re 
not going to know.
Refusing to give and refusing to receive 
are both expressions of pride. Let’s 
humble ourselves.
If you have it, I want it; and if I have it, 
it’s yours, because I want to make the 
name of Jesus famous. You’re my family, 
my tribe. I’m assuming you want to do 
the same thing.

 If we’re going build the kingdom of God and see 
God show up in supernatural ways, we have to realize 
we cannot work alone... I have a dream that we stop 
competing and start completing one another.

I

H

H

W
H

If we want to do this together, we need to take pride 
in our tribe. I have been guilty of this... I have taken 
for granted what God has given us, more than once. 
I don’t want to take that for granted ever again.
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ore than 2,000 students attended this year’s Momen-
tum Youth Conference, held July 22 – 27 at Whea-
ton College in Wheaton, Ill. The event featured 

dynamic speakers such as Kyle Idleman, Sean McDowell, 
Afshin Ziafat, Jeff Bogue, Greg Stier, and Clayton King, 
speaking on this year’s theme, “Not a Fan.” Students from 
dozens of churches from across the U.S. were welcomed at 
the conference, and even included a youth group all the way 
from Yangdong Jeil Church in Mokpo, South Korea.
Encouraging students to go beyond the motions of Christian-
ity to discover the person of Jesus and fully embrace the cost 
of following Him, Momentum speakers and events offered 
many opportunities during the week for students to practice 
that very concept. 
Each day, students had the opportunity to participate in a 
variety of activities, including soccer games, rock climbing, a 
color run and obstacle course, and daily ministry in the city 
of Chicago. Hundreds of students recommitted their lives to 
Christ or made first-time decisions to follow Him. 
In a conference of 2,100 attendants, more than $21,000 was 
collected as an offering, to be used to send aid to the Central 
African Republic (through Encompass World Partners and 
missionary Barb Wooler), an orphanage in Haiti through 
NuLife Ministries, and Urban Hope, an inner-city ministry 
of CE National in Philadelphia. The offering also helped 
support efforts in Chicago outreach during the week of Mo-
mentum as well as assisting the poor in Chicago.
On Saturday, students traveled by bus, van, subway, and 
train into the city, joining festivals, visiting hospitals, helping 
people move, performing card tricks for an audience, splash-
ing in fountains with young children, talking to homeless 
men and women, and spreading the love of God through the 
city of Chicago. Their goal was to share the gospel to 10,000 
people, each individual starting up a conversation with five 
strangers throughout the day. 
“Momentum was a phenomenal week of God working in the 
lives of students,” said Dave Rank, senior Momentum coordina-
tor for CE National, the organization that sponsors the event. 
“Over 1,000 known commitments to Christ were made during 
the week: salvation, repentance from sin, and committing to 
move from just being a fan of Christ to a follower of Christ.”

Momentum 2015 is set to be held next July 14-19 at 
Indiana Wesleyan University in Marion, Ind.

Momentum Challenges   Students

TO COUNT  THE COST

M
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GRACE
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THE EAGLE COMMISSION
P.O. Box 814  Winona Lake, IN 46590
www.eaglecommission.org

As proud sponsoring churches of 
The Eagle Commission, we provide 
support and encouragement to 
our Grace Brethren Chaplains in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.

Grace Brethren Chaplains serve 
alongside their troops, often in 
harm’s way, offering the redemptive 

message of God’s love and grace. The Eagle Commission is a band 
of brothers and sisters who regularly pray for our Chaplains 
and the courageous men and women who defend our shores 
and the cause of freedom around the globe.

We honor the bravery of our veterans who wore our nation’s 
uniform. We honor the memory of those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. We honor our troops and their spouses and children. 
We honor our chaplains and their courageous service for Christ.

A CALENDAR OF EVENTS in the Fellowship 
of Grace Brethren Churches is regularly included 
in the GraceConnect eNews. To see this every 
week, subscribe at graceconnect.us/subscribe/.

October 6-8 – Central Focus Retreat, Maumee Bay State Park, 
Oregon, Ohio (FGBC)

October 17-19 – Leadership Summit, Columbus, 
Ohio (WGUSA)

October 20-22 – East Focus Retreat, Holiday Inn and Suites, 
Ocean City, Md. (FGBC)

November 11-24 – Cambodia GO Team (WGUSA)
January 26-28, 2015 – Southwest Focus Retreat, location to 

be announced (FGBC)
March 16-18, 2015 – South Focus Retreat, Florida FFA 

Training Center, Haines City, Fla. (FGBC)
June 21-27, 2015 – Great Canadian Adventure, Toronto, 

Ontario (GBC)
June 21-27, 2015 – Encounter Atlanta, Atlanta, Ga. (EWP)
July 14-19, 2015 – Momentum Youth Conference, Marion, 

Ind. (CEN)
July 23-26, 2015 – Flinch Conference (national conference), 

Newark, N.J. (FGBC)

EWP – Encompass World Partners
FGBC – Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches
GBB – Grace Brethren Boys
GBC = Grace Brethren Canada
WGUSA – Women of Grace USA
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ORGANIZATION

Registration is now open 
for the annual Kalahari Retreat in 
Sandusky, Ohio. The retreat, for 
students and adult leaders, is January 
23-25, 2015, at the Kalahari Indoor 
Waterpark Resort and Convention 
Center. Last year, more than 2,200 
students attended the event, selling 
out the Kalahari facility and requiring 
others to be housed at another nearby 
resort.

This is the 10th year for the event, 
which brings together the fun of the 
Kalahari Resort with the excitement 
of a large group atmosphere, and 
challenging sessions with national 
speakers and worship band.

WINTER RETREAT 
Registration Open

The directors, Zach Pinkerton and 
Jeff Walter, have specifically tailored 
the event to reach the masses. 
Kalahari Retreat meets the students at 
their current stages in life, and equips 
them to make an impact in their own 
world. The vision of the retreat to 
challenge students in their walk with 
Christ is the same today as it was a 
decade ago.
The retreat is hosted by several 
Grace Brethren churches in Ohio 
and Indiana, but youth ministries 
from around the Midwest participate 
each year. For more information, see 
kalahariretreat.com.
For further information, contact 
Jeff@KalahariRetreat.com.

KALAHARI RETREAT

Kalahari Retreat meets 
the students at their 
current stages in life, 
and equips them to 
make an impact in their 
own world.


