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THE TIE THAT BINDS

Liz Cutler Gates, Editor

CARING FOR THE LAND…AND WATER
For my father, and generations of farmers in our family
before him, taking care of the Earth was a given.

refreshing to see the work of the Lilly Center for Lakes
and Streams at Grace College be well received as they
have helped care for the waterways of Kosciusko County,
Ind., a region with more than 100 lakes within 554 square
miles.
As I planned this issue, I asked Dr. Nate Bosch, director
of the Lilly Center, and his colleague, long-time Grace
College faculty member Dr. Don DeYoung, for their help.
Their deep understanding of God’s creation is an asset
to the college and the community in which it resides.
They are a treasure to our fellowship of churches. (They
also both attend the Winona Lake, Ind., Grace Brethren
Church, where Bruce Barlow is the lead pastor.)

The smell of freshly plowed ground always takes
me back to warm spring days on the family farm.

Sitting in the grass at the edge of the field, I would watch
my dad turn the soil into dark, rich ribbons of earth.
The fragrance could be intoxicating, and I didn’t even
mind seeing the earthworms squirm, disturbed from their
burrows.
For my father, and generations of farmers in our family
before him, taking care of the Earth was a given. You
rotated crops so that essential nutrients replenished the
soil. You cared for your animals, for they lightened the
load or provided a high-quality commodity for market.

Farmers may have been among the first conservationists. It
was not just about caring for the land because it provided
a home and income for the family. For them, it was an
honor to nurture and cultivate the resources that God had
so generously supplied.
In recent years, it has felt like efforts to conserve the
land and care for the environment have been hijacked by
those with contra-biblical agendas. That’s why it’s been

In this spring season of the year, when the ground is
springing to life, I trust you’ll find inspiration and
encouragement in this issue as we look at the stewardship
of the environment God has placed around us.
This issue is one of several on headline-making topics we
are tackling from a biblical perspective. We’ll also continue
to share stories of what God is doing in, and through
the Charis Fellowship (Fellowship of Grace Brethren
Churches). For similar stories, feel free to connect online
at graceconnect.us, where you may also subscribe to the free
weekly e-newsletter, GraceConnect eNews.
If you would like to see more God-centered articles
on topics that will enrich your spiritual life, encourage
your walk with Christ, and help you pray for others,
please consider making a gift to GraceConnect through
the envelope in the center of this magazine or online at
GraceConnect.us.
Liz Cutler Gates, lcgates@bmhbooks.com, is
the editor of Grace Connect. Since 2010,
she has served as executive director of the
Brethren Missionary Herald Company. She
and her husband, Doug, live in Warsaw, Ind.
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GROUNDING

ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE
IN BIBLICAL TRUTH
by Nate Bosch

God could have
created a disconnected
world where various
aspects of His creation
exist in isolation and
independence from
other parts …
But He did not! Instead,
God created a world
full of connections, or
relationships.
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A CREATION STEWARDSHIP MENTALITY THAT
IS SOLIDLY INFORMED BY THE BIBLE IS AN
INTEGRAL PART OF A CHRISTIAN’S WORLDVIEW.

T

his past fall, as I was teaching a routine science
class for the eighth time, I was struck by something
simple, yet profound. It has changed the way I view
science as well as my faith.

The class was general ecology, an introductory course for several science majors at Grace College. Ecology focuses on the
connections between an organism and the physical environment around it, as well as connections between different organisms. As I was explaining various examples of how God’s
creation is amazingly interconnected, I realized how this rich
connectedness profoundly reflects God’s very nature.
God could have created a disconnected world where various
aspects of His creation exist in isolation and independence
from other parts – imagine organisms living in self-contained
bubbles without any other organisms and no reliance on the
outside world for anything. But He did not! Instead, God
created a world full of connections, or relationships. Plants
and animals were created in relationship with each other and
with the physical environment around them. Humans were
created in relationship with each other and, most importantly, with God.
God highly prized the relationships throughout Creation.
When these relationships were damaged through the fall,
He immediately set in place a rescue plan to restore what
was broken. Since then, our theological understanding has
focused on restoring our relationship with God and other
people while our ecological awareness has centered on restoring relationships between organisms and their surrounding
physical environment.
But we might overlook something important: an understanding of God’s relationship with the natural world (the
organisms and physical environment) and what our human
connection with the natural world should be. Only when we
understand these two additional relationships can we attain a
holistic, biblical worldview to guide our Christian lives.
An Uncommon Stewardship
A Creation stewardship mentality that is solidly informed
by the Bible is an integral part of a Christian’s worldview.
The concept of stewardship is perhaps more commonly

understood in the context of financial stewardship in most
Christians’ way of thinking, and the meaning is similar in
the context of relating to the environment, or creation. Just
as we understand that God owns or provides all the financial
resources and that we are merely caretakers or stewards, so
too God owns His creation and invites us to care for it.
Before we can properly understand environmental stewardship, we need to understand the relationships between God
and the natural world and humans and the natural world
from a Biblical perspective.
God’s Relationship with Creation
First, God is creator and sustainer of the natural world. The
creation account in Genesis 1 immediately establishes God’s
place as creator: “In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth…So God created the great creatures of the sea
and every living thing with which the water teems and that
moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind.” The Lord “wraps himself in light
as with a garment; He stretches out the heavens like a tent
and lays the beams of His upper chambers on their waters”
(Psalm 104:2 NIV) and He “lays the foundations of the
earth” and “covers it with the watery depths as with a garment” (104:5, 6 NIV). God as the creator is often thought
of and spoken about in Christian circles while God as the
sustainer is less often understood. A full reading of Psalm
104 leaves the reader with a clear sense that God actively and
carefully sustains the details of His Creation from volcanoes
to earthquakes, rains to winds, streams to mountains, trees to
grass, and mountain goats to lions. By Him all things were
created, and in Him all things hold together (Colossians
1:15-17).
Not only is Creation actively sustained by God, He retains
full ownership of the natural world. In Leviticus, God tells
His people, “The land must not be sold permanently, because
the land is Mine and you reside in My land as foreigners and
strangers.” Later, in 1 Samuel, we learn that “the foundations
of the earth are the Lord’s; on them He has set the world.”
The whole Earth is His, and everything in it (Psalm 24:1).
God never transferred ownership of His Creation to us; we
are simply caretakers of what He still owns.
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Furthermore, God values each kind in His Creation.
Adam named all of the kinds of animals (Genesis 2:1920) as he was searching for a suitable helper; the process
of naming something at that time demonstrated value
and a deep sense of identity. Then, through Noah, God
saved two of each kind during the Flood (Genesis 6-7).
We also learn of God’s care for the wild birds in Matthew
6:26 and His value for domesticated animals in Proverbs
12:10. Since the beginning, God has sustained creatures,
even though they are not created in His image. They are
a physical representation of His glory.

Discover the opportunities for
students with

COMPASSION
CORP

Our Relationship with Creation
Ultimately, Creation still belongs to the Lord, and He
actively sustains it; however, humankind plays a key role
in stewardship. Our relationship with the natural world
stems from the Lord’s. God commanded mankind to
steward nature, specifically to subdue and rule it (Genesis 1:28). Animals are our subjects, and we are told to
responsibly govern them and the rest of creation. God
also placed mankind on the Earth to cultivate and keep
it (Genesis 2:15). These verbs are used again later in the
Old Testament when priests and Levites are appointed by
God to work with the tabernacle and temple; this work
of guarding, observing, and protecting creation is good
as it is mandated by God even before the fall, and this
work is done in the context of worshipping God which
elevates its importance and clarifies its purpose.

Students can earn an
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master’s in
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The natural world bears witness to God. “He has shown
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in
their seasons” and filling our lives with natural beauty
that proclaims His glory (Acts 14:17, Romans 1:20).
The natural world reveals the Lord’s “eternal and divine
power” so that “men are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).
When the Lord returns, all creation will revere Him: the
heavens will recede “like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island” will be removed from its place
(Revelation 6:12-17).

@breathepartners

When we interact with the natural world, there are a few
attitudes we should embrace. The first is contentment
with basic necessities. When we are satisfied with the es-

WE CAN SHOW OUR LOVE FOR GOD BY TAKING CARE OF
THE ENVIRONMENT THAT HE HAS ENTRUSTED TO US MUCH
LIKE WE WOULD INTENTIONALLY CARE FOR A CHILD, PET, OR
HOME OF SOMEONE WE CARE ABOUT AT THEIR REQUEST.

sentials, we waste less: we might cut down fewer trees, burn
less fuel, throw away less trash, buy fewer items, or reuse
things a little longer. “Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions,”
Jesus says in Luke 12, echoing the Father’s command to live
in contentment.
The next actions we can take when interacting with creation
are unselfishness and humility. “Do not take advantage of
each other, but fear your God. I am the Lord your God,”
God says in Leviticus 25:17-19. “Follow My decrees and be
careful to obey My laws, and you will live safely in the land.
Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill
and live there in safety.” Creation care spans generations.
When we take care of nature during our lifetime, we are
preparing it for people to enjoy in the future. “Whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of Mine,
you did for Me,” Jesus says in Matthew 25:37-40. Unselfishly, intentionally preserving Creation is one way to obey
this command and serve future generations.
Finally, proper humility requires a clear perception of ourselves in relation to the natural world. God’s ways are always
best. “Follow My decrees and be careful to obey My laws,”
the Lord says in Leviticus 25:17-19, “And you will live safely
in the land.” The Lord then makes a promise: the land will
“yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there in
safety.” That promise is echoed in Genesis 1 as God blesses
Creation and tells it to “be fruitful and increase,” each being
according to its kind. God highly values nature’s fruitfulness;
so should we.
The principles God sets in place are for our good and the
good of creation. While we are here, we are only “aliens”
and “sojourners” (Leviticus 25:23). He provides everything
we need (Genesis 1:22, 8:17) and the proper responses are
unselfishness and humility.

responsibly caring for
God’s Creation relate
to these two priorities? By all means! We
can show our love for
God by taking care of
the environment that
He has entrusted to us
much like we would
intentionally care for a
child, pet, or home of
someone we care about
at their request. We
are joining God in his
restorative work as we
care for His creation.
We can show our love
for other people by
taking care of the environment as well. Often
the lack of concern for
God’s Creation can
lead to hardship or
harm for other people.
The God-designed,
interconnected nature
of the environment
causes misuse of one
part of His Creation
to lead to additional
consequences as well.

Dr. Nate Bosch

Even More Relational Connections

One final thought: Our lifestyles should bear witness of the
God we serve. We are to live “such good lives” that unbelievers may see our “good deeds and glorify God on the day He
visits us” (1 Peter 2:12). Ultimately, our home is in Heaven.
Our task on Earth, while we are here, is to steward Creation
as Christ would in preparation for the day He returns.

Relationships are the most essential part of our lives and are
to be valued as such. Jesus identified the greatest two commandments as “love the Lord” and “love your neighbor.”
These are to be our top two priorities as Christians. Can

Dr. Nate Bosch is professor of Environmental Science and the
director of the Lilly Center for Lakes and Streams at Grace College, Winona Lake, Ind. He is passionate about teaching people
to value and care for our water resources.
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MONITORING THE FUTURE

BY SAMPLING
THE PRESENT
The Far-Reaching
Impact of
Lake and Stream
Research
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by Abby Phinney

PATTERNS ARE NOTED; THE POSITIVE
AND NEGATIVE IMPACT OF CHOICES
REGARDING THE LAKES ARE REVEALED.

F

or many, the lakes in Kosciusko County, Ind., are
more than scattered bodies of water. Taken together,
the lakes’ cool depths, sky-reflective faces, and potential for water sports are family heirlooms. Local community
members like Erin Williams are deeply invested in the future
of the lakes.
Erin grew up on Lake Tippecanoe. Some of her earliest
memories revolve around the water. As an adult, Erin also
spends time on Winona Lake. The scenic beauty of both local
gems captures her heart and mind in every season. During
winter, she occasionally spots foxes walking across the ice;
during the summer, she sees deer swim to shore and watches
people enjoy water sports. “I just adore seeing the sights and
hearing the sounds,” Erin said. “The lakes give a lot back to
our community. What would we do without them?”
The Lilly Center for Lakes and Streams is equally invested in
the health of the local lakes and streams. The team of seven,
with the help of 18 student interns from Grace College, Winona Lake, Ind., work tirelessly to conduct scientific experiments, educate the community, and share relevant lake and
stream data.
With more than 100 lakes in the county, local water resources
are a key economic driver in its communities. In 2016, the
Lilly Center completed a study on the economic value of the
lakes: approximately $313 million annually. Through yearround lake and stream sampling, among many other efforts,
the Lilly Center seeks ways boost the economic value and fuel
personal investment in the lakes.
Scientific research is especially important for the future. With
a wealth of past and present data, Kosciusko County can
monitor how the lakes change over several years. Patterns are
noted; the positive and negative impact of choices regarding
the lakes are revealed.
Another way the Lilly Center prepares for the future is
through a partnership with the environmental science program at Grace College. The program seeks to train young
professionals who will approach creation care with a mindset
of stewardship and service. The students burn prairies, get
muddy in marshes, taste tree bark, splash in streams, discuss
current issues, and develop a biblical understanding of Creation. Paired with the Lilly Center’s work, the students stay
on the cutting edge of scientific research.

Dr. Nate Bosch, along with Grace College students, monitor the quality of
lakes and streams in Kosciusko County, Ind. (Photos courtesy of Lilly Center
for Lakes and Streams)

Results of the Lilly Center’s work are varied, revealing problems and solutions in equal measure. For instance, in the
summer, excess weeds and algae are often visible. The Lilly
Center keeps a careful watch on the nutrients in the lakes by
regularly collecting data. Over the years, the team has identified which nutrients cause the overzealous growth of underwater plants. Thanks to their research, it is evident which
forms of nutrients are most useful for weeds and algae, as
well as where the nutrients originate. Like Twinkies for algae,
some forms of nutrients cause rapid, unwanted growth.
Although lake science rarely provides quick, simple solutions,
it helps pinpoint patterns that effect the lakes. For locals like
Erin, better lakes start at home. Among other actions, Erin
avoids using fertilizer and supports local lake associations like
the Lilly Center.
“I hope to pass my properties to my children and grandchildren,” Erin said. “Our wildlife, economy and lifestyles
depend on the lakes being clean and healthy.”
Editor’s Note: Abby Phinney is a communication specialist at
the Lilly Center for Lakes and Streams, Grace College, Winona
Lake, Ind. For more information on the Lilly Center, see
lakes.grace.edu.
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CONSIDERING

CREATION
STEWARDSHIP
by Don B. DeYoung

Beyond healthy water and air, let’s consider five
additional reasons for positive thinking about our
responsibility as stewards of this created world.
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GOD HAS NOT LEFT US ON OUR OWN TO WONDER
ABOUT THE DETAILS OF EARTH STEWARDSHIP.
MANY SCRIPTURE REFERENCES OFFER A
VIRTUAL “USER’S MANUAL” FOR THE EARTH.

M

aintaining a healthy environment makes good
practical sense. Impure drinking water leads to
sickness, and air pollution endangers our very
breath. Unfortunately, the topic of environmental concern
is often hijacked by radical, militant groups that we rightfully avoid. Others idolize and worship Mother Nature
instead of the Creator. The very word environmentalism
raises a red flag for many of us. There is some risk in addressing this topic!
Perhaps we should rephrase environmental concern as
Earth stewardship, a softer and more acceptable term for
the care of creation. Beyond healthy water and air, let’s
consider five additional reasons for positive thinking about
our responsibility as stewards of this created world. A true
appreciation of our world comes from Bible instruction.
The Command
Genesis 1:28 gives the initial command from God for
mankind to fill the earth and subdue it. The first part,
filling the Earth with people, may be the only biblical command where mankind has succeeded. Meanwhile, subdue
is a strong word which is used elsewhere in scripture for the
conquering of enemies. Even the Hebrew word equivalent,
kabash, sounds forceful. However, subduing the Earth
surely does not imply a free license to litter the landscape
or mistreat creation. Instead, the command implies our
responsibility to manage the Earth as stewards or caretakers. This includes understanding our world (science!) and
wisely using the Earth’s resources provided for us.
The word stewardship may remind us of the parable of the
wise steward in Luke 12:42-44. In this story a landowner
goes away on a journey, and his manager is given charge of
the owner’s property and servants. Not knowing the length
of the trip, the manager faithfully cares for the estate until
the day the master returns. In a somewhat similar fashion,
have we not been put in charge of managing God’s world
until his return? Psalm 8:6 explains that during this age,
God has made mankind the rulers over all his works.
God has not left us on our own to wonder about the
details of Earth stewardship. Many Scripture references

offer a virtual “user’s manual” for the Earth including from
the Old Testament. For example, a seventh-year sabbatical
rest is described as beneficial for farmland, poor people,
and even for wildlife (Ex 23:10-11). This concept of a
sabbatical rest is sometimes extended today to teachers,
pastors, and others who could benefit from a time of rest
and renewal.
A second “user’s manual” idea involves the practical value
of trees. The importance of preserving food-bearing trees
is emphasized, even during a destructive time of warfare
(Deut. 20:19-20). One further example of instruction
in Earth care concerns the value of bird communities.
Deuteronomy 22:6-7 describes the need for nourishment
while someone is on a journey. If they come upon a bird’s
nest, permission is given to take the eggs or the young for
food, but the parent birds should be left unharmed. The
idea is to spare the adults so they may reproduce another
day and continue the bird lineage. This passage speaks to
sustaining the overall health of nature. And thank you
Lord for the convenience of roadside restaurants instead of
bird nests when we travel!
Lessons on God’s Character
Following the biblical command to respect Creation, a
second reason for Creation stewardship concerns the many
lessons we learn about God’s character. Just look around: a
colorful rainbow reminds us of God’s promise to Noah of
no further global flood (Genesis 8:13-17). Also, the sun,
moon, and stars declare the glory of God and the supernatural works of His hands (Psalm 19:1). On this topic of
space, every new satellite and telescope reveals additional
details of God’s glory in the heavens. And concerning the
stewardship idea, clear unpolluted skies are needed for us
to fully enjoy God’s handiwork above.
Godly instruction from creation continues on a small scale.
A tiny sparrow illustrates God’s infinite care for detail
(Matt. 10:29). Bird watchers often rise early and travel
widely to keep bird counts; however, God keeps count of
them, all the time. Consider also a wildflower which displays majesty far beyond our creative abilities (Luke 12:27).
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Assist Church Expansion exists
to catalyze new churches, sites,
mergers and adoptions that
will expand our movement with
Legacy Churches

For the latest news about our current projects
or to get involved, please visit us at:

W W W. A S S I S T C X . O R G

Even the ants get a special mention in Scripture,
honored for their example of ambition and long-range
planning (Prov. 6:6-8). The fossil record indicates that
the majority of plants and animals have gone extinct
over the few thousand years of history since Creation.
Examples include the dinosaurs, the marine and flying reptiles, and more recently in North America, the
passenger pigeon. What lessons have been lost to us
by the extinction of so much life? There are all the
more reason to treasure the living things still around
us. By the way, there will be a future opportunity to
enjoy the full majesty of the original Creation for God
promises to make all things new in the renewed heavens and earth (Rev. 21:5).
Practical Ideas from Nature
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Our third reason for Earth stewardship is on the
real-world everyday level. A popular current term in
science is biomimicry. This word comes from the discovery in nature of nearly-endless ideas for new inventions, improved products, and solutions to technical
problems. Inventors and engineers today increasingly
look to nature for their inspiration. Many examples
come from vegetation. These include Velcro, based on
the stickiness of cocklebur seeds; fiber optics, found
existing in plants such as corn; and solar panels, which
absorb sunlight similar to plant leaves.
A further example of biomimicry concerns the safety
of birds. It is noticed that birds avoid getting tangled
in spider webs, which would be a problem for both
creatures. One intriguing reason is that many spiders
coat their webs with a film of material which reflects ultraviolet light, or UV. Birds can see this light
although our eyes are not sensitive to UV. A spider
web which may appear largely invisible to us is “lit up”
and obvious as seen by birds. This discovery is being
applied to large office windows for the protection of
birds. The windows are coated with strips of UVreflecting film similar to a spider web. The windows
appear clear to people; however, birds see the web

THE FINAL REASON FOR CREATION STEWARDSHIP
IS SIMPLY THAT THE WORLD DOES NOT BELONG TO
US. IT IS A GRAND PRIVILEGE AND RESPONSIBILITY
TO BE CARETAKERS OF GOD’S PROPERTY.

design and avoid flying into the glass. In this biomimicry
example, one might say that spiders are instructing us in
how to protect birds from injury.
When practical ideas are discovered in nature, the usual
explanation is that evolution has fine-tuned such abilities
over millions of years of trial and error by way of mutations and natural selection. However, aside from challenging mutations and the long time-scale, some of the most
intricate designs found already present in the earliest fossil
record. It appears that countless practical ideas are embedded in nature by the Creator for our eventual discovery
and application. This suggests a new approach to science,
that is, searching out the secrets put in place for our benefit. Job 12:8 challenges us to “speak to the earth,” and it
will teach us, and so it does.
God Loves His World
The fourth stewardship reason is that just as God values
his world, so should we who are created in his image.
God’s favorable attitude toward the works of his Creation
is illustrated in Job 38-39. God speaks to Job and describes a wide variety of animals, some living far beyond
the sight of people. This biblical “zoo” includes the deer,
donkey, eagle, lion, hawk, horse, mountain goat, ostrich,
raven, stork, and wild ox.
Also pictured in the Job passage are physical Earth features
including springs beneath the sea, bolts of lightning, remote deserts, and also the Pleiades and Orion star groups.
God takes pleasure in the details of his creation, even in
the secret places beyond our reach.
As stewards of the Earth, it is a privilege for us to organize, study, and understand earth’s details. Aside from the
formal science classroom or laboratory, here is a proactive suggestion for all ages: choose a part of creation for
detailed study. That is, make nature a hobby in a particular
area of interest. Learn identify birds, or study clouds, flowers, insects, rocks and minerals, stars, or trees. What might
it be: birds or butterflies? The point is that the more we
learn about any aspect of creation, the more we can relate
to God’s heart for nature as revealed in Job 38-39.

The World is Not Ours
The fifth and final reason for Creation stewardship is simply that the world does not belong to us. Psalm 24:1 (NIV
1984) states, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.”
Also, as the hymn title proclaims, This is my Father’s World,
composed by Maltbie Babcock in 1901. It is a grand
privilege and responsibility to be stewards or caretakers of
God’s property.
Final Thoughts
Valid objections can be raised against an over-emphasis on
Earth stewardship. For some people, environmentalism
may lead to pantheism or giving the Creation itself priority over the Creator. We also know that this present world
is headed for complete renewal in God’s timing. And given
the infinite price that Christ paid for our salvation, people
certainly are more important in God’s sight than the material parts of creation. Yes, this present world is fallen and
temporary; however, it continues to proclaim the amazing
artwork of its Maker. Let us be good stewards until the
Lord returns.
Dr. Don B. DeYoung has been a faculty member at Grace
College, Winona Lake, Ind., since 1972. Don speaks on
Creation topics and believes that the details of nature are a
powerful testimony to the Creator’s care for mankind. Learn
more about his research at DiscoveryofDesign.com.
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SERVING MANKIND

AND GOD
A

s a long-time newspaper reporter and editor, Harry Saltzgaver has a front seat to
happenings in his community. When
he’s not covering the news, he’s a part of making the region better. The executive editor of
the Grunion Gazette, a community newspaper
in Long Beach, Calif., he’s served on multiple
nonprofit boards. In addition, he’s continuously
served on various city boards for more than
20 years, beginning with the Arts Council and
then the Parks and Recreation Commission.
His current service on the Long Beach Water
Commission has been the culmination of more
than 40 years of interest in water policy, beginning when he was a young newspaper reporter
in Colorado.

“Our experience in Long
Beach of emphasizing
conservation has opened the
door to conversations about
man’s place in the world,” he
adds. “While there is little
direct sharing of faith in my
role as a commissioner, I do
believe I have modeled a
Christian approach to dealing
with natural resources.”

“I believe that this service is an opportunity in
stewardship of God’s Creation,” says Saltzgaver,
who has attended Grace Community Church,
Seal Beach, Calif. (Bob Wriedt, pastor), for
more than 20 years.
“Our experience in Long Beach of emphasizing
conservation has opened the door to conversations about man’s place in the world,” he adds.
“While there is little direct sharing of faith in
my role as a commissioner, I do believe I have
modeled a Christian approach to dealing with
natural resources.”
He’s served on the commission for five years,
serving as president for two of those years. During that time, he’s helped guide the city through
the worst drought in 50 years, largely through
conservation programs.
“Being a public servant with an emphasis on
being ethical and a careful steward of natural
resources, along with a public knowledge of
my faith walk, has — I hope — offered an
example of a Christian serving mankind, and
God,” he says.

Journalist Harry Saltzgaver serves on the Long Beach Water Commission.
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CREATION’S

CARETAKER
Heisey considers
himself an
environmentalist,
believing that
stewardship of
God’s creation is
foremost.

“G

od wants us to take
care of His creation,”
says Mike Heisey, who
retired in 2016 after more than 37
years with Columbus and Franklin
County Metro Parks in Columbus,
Ohio. “Reducing pollution and
protecting natural resources are the
right things to do because I think
God wants us to be good stewards
of his creation.”
From an early age, Mike recalls
knowing about God and Jesus as
his family attended a small country
church in southeastern Pennsylvania. “I even ‘went forward’ during
a special opportunity for children,
but I didn’t really understand what
that meant until many years later,”
he remembers.
After graduating from Pennsylvania
State University with a degree in ornamental horticulture, he reunited
with old friends who were growing
Christians and who lived their faith
before him in what he describes as a
winsome manner. “Through them,
I committed my life to God’s plan,”
he says.

Mike Heisey’s faith took hold as he began a
career of caring for God’s creation.

16 GraceConnect | Spring 2018

It wasn’t long after that that he accepted a position with Metro Parks
and moved to Columbus, Ohio.
A co-worker told him about the
Grace Brethren Church, now Grace
Polaris Church (Mike Yoder, lead
pastor). He joined the church, met
his wife, Beth, there, and they have
been active members for more than
40 years. (He is a long-time member of the Trustee Commission.)

He arrived in Columbus just as
his faith was talking hold in his
life. “The transition became my
first really big decision for which I
recognized that God had a plan for
me,” he says.
With the years, his job and responsibilities grew. He spent 20 years
as the horticulturist at Inniswood
Metro Gardens in Westerville before
taking the park manager position
at the newly-created Glacier Ridge
Metro Park in Plain City.
Through it all, his faith played a
role, regardless of the situation.
“Knowing that God remained
in control regardless of what was
happening around me provided
tremendous stability and peace,” he
stresses. “If I was viewed positively
by the people around me, it was due
to Christ’s presence in my life.”
He considers himself an environmentalist, believing that stewardship of God’s creation is foremost.
While he frequently worked with
people whose environmental
interests were based in science and
“politically correct” thinking, he
says that he never felt at odds.
“My faith enhances my appreciation
of nature and the world around me
and was the day-to-day context for
my approach to my job,” he adds.
“God’s presence and active guidance
in my life provided a solid foundation for my career. It was a privilege
to serve as His caretaker.”

PAYING IT

FORWARD
E

mma Mazingo is a seven-year-old fighter, whose
strength allows her to fight for other children born
just like her.

Emma and her family attend First Brethren Church, a
Charis Fellowship congregation in Buena Vista, Va. (Mike
Hamilton, pastor). Emma was born eight years ago on
March 31 with a congenital diaphragmatic hernia (CDH),
which is an opening in the diaphragm that allows organs
to move up into the chest.
“When she had her surgery at seven days old, threequarters of her diaphragm was missing. This allowed her
stomach, spleen, and intestines to crowd the growth of her
left lung,” says Kristyn Mazingo, Emma’s mother. “Surgery was performed to move all her organs back below the
diaphragm, and a patch was placed to act as a diaphragm.
Emma stayed in the NICU for 32 days.”
With Emma’s birthday being the same day as CDH
Awareness Day, the family felt it was the perfect time to
celebrate her life by giving back to other children. They
started a yearly “pay it forward” campaign in her honor.
The idea of paying it forward started on the ride to the
NICU in a larger hospital. “As we prayed, we recognized
that God knew Emma’s purpose in life, and if her purpose
were to live hours or years we would always pay it forward,” says Kristyn.
Since then, the Mazingos have done something every year
in March to raise CDH awareness.
The books, hospital care bags, socks, and other items are
delivered to local hospitals. This year and last, Emma has
chosen how she wants to pay it forward, and First Brethren Church has tried to double her goal.
“Emma’s goal was to collect 378 pairs of socks last year,
and she ended up collecting almost 1,400 pairs. We
also provide a meal around her birthday to the Ronald
McDonald House where we stayed when she was in the
NICU. Emma loves to plan pizza parties for the families
there,” says Kristyn.
“Emma is an amazing young lady with a heart of gold,”
says Hamilton, Emma’s pastor. “I told her last year, ‘No

by Julia Peterson

matter what you
decide Emma, we
will triple it next
year!’”
This year, Emma’s
goal is to collect
304 baby blankets. These (and
monetary donations to purchase
blankets) are
The Mazingo family, left to right, Emma, Kristyn,
being collected
Cloey, McKenna, Jason.
through the end
of March. When Emma goes to purchase more blankets,
she will share her story with the cashier.
People often wonder what the Mazingos are doing when
they make such large purchases of one item.
“Emma will excitedly tell her story. She will talk about
how she was born with CDH, that she almost died as a
baby, and now she wants to do things for other sick babies,” says Kristyn.
Throughout all these efforts, Emma has stayed strong. She
has additional complications from CDH, which include
pectus excavatum, reflux, scoliosis (for which she wears a
brace 16 hours a day), and learning difficulties.
“She has an amazing outlook on life,” says Kristyn. “This
girl has had to fight every single day of her life but has
done it without even considering giving up. The most
important thing we have learned as a family is that God
has created a story for each of us. It’s a story that may
challenge us at times, but one that we were made for on
this earth. Emma’s battle reminds us to stop and smell the
roses, take in life, and enjoy every moment, big or small.”
This first appeared in the GraceConnect eNews, the free
weekly e-newsletter that shares what God is doing in the
Charis Fellowship. As GraceConnect magazine went to press,
Emma had collected 231 blankets and had funds to purchase
more. To read a similar encouraging story each week, sign up
for the eNews at graceconnect.us/subscribe/.
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BOUGHT WITH
A PRICE
There’s estimated to be between
500,000-800,000 trafficked
children in Thailand alone.
Together with YOU, we can rescue children
helping them to G.R.O.W. & heal
from a life of abuse.
Like to learn more?
Contact Jeana Harley at (330) 465-9617
Email: info@grow-worldwide.com,

jharley@grow-worldwide.com

www.grow-worldwide.com

JULY 24-26, 2018
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
FREMONT OHIO
ACCESS2018.COM

Leaders need access!
In the church, leaders
need other Jesusfollowing-leaders who
have the experiences and
perspectives that help
them advance.
We will create more time
in the schedule for you to
gather with other leaders
who know what you need
and need what you know.
You will have new
connections that can
call anytime you learn
something new or need a
fresh idea.

YOUR ACCESS...
YOUR CONFERENCE!
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PROGRAM, REGISTRATION SET FOR

SIXTH BRETHREN
WORLD ASSEMBLY
H

istorical and religious intersections
for the Brethren, Brethren and
evangelical relationships in the eras of
well-known evangelists, and other topics will
be discussed during the Sixth Brethren World
Assembly, to be held August 9-12, 2018,
in Winona Lake, Ind. The every-five-years
gathering is sponsored by the Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., and is being hosted by the
Winona Lake (Ind.) Grace Brethren Church
(Bruce Barlow, lead pastor).
Focusing on the theme “Brethren Intersections: History, Identity, Crosscurrents,” the
four-day event looks at groups who trace
their spiritual heritage to Alexander Mack
in 1708. Assembly sessions are open to the
public, and will feature lectures, panel discussions, historical tours, worship services, and
much more.
For a complete schedule and a registration
form, see bit.ly/BrethrenWorldAssembly.

T

he first day of the Assembly will be
Thursday, August 9, with several
plenary sessions focusing on historical
and religious intersections for the Brethren
and it will conclude with a worship service
and ice cream social. The second day, Friday,
August 10, will include sessions that focus on
the Brethren-evangelical relationship in the
eras of Charles G. Finney, Billy Sunday, and
Billy Graham. Afternoon panels and sessions
will include a bus tour of sites in and around
historic Winona Lake, once home of the
world’s largest Bible conference, and a central
conference point for Brethren groups since
the 1880s.
The third day, Saturday, August 11, will focus
on themes of social justice, relationship with
the military, gender questions, and will in-

clude a bus tour of historic Brethren sites at
Arnold’s Grove in Milford, Ind., and Camp
Alexander Mack on Lake Waubee. The day
will conclude with a worship service at the
New Paris (Ind.) Church of the Brethren.
On Sunday attendees are encouraged to worship with local Brethren congregations not of
their own groups.
The registration fee include meals, admittance to all sessions, ice cream socials, a
follow-up book containing all proceedings, and more. Full conference registration
(including meals) is $150 per person (early
bird rate, $175 after July 1) and $75 (early
bird rate) for spousal registration. One-day
registration is available for $50 per person
($75 after July 1) and there are special rates
for high school students.

A

ttendees will be responsible for
finding their own lodging in the
Warsaw/Winona Lake area. For
complete program and registration information log onto Brethrenencyclopedia.org,
write to Sixth Brethren World Assembly,
Box 676, Winona Lake, IN 46590, or call
(574) 527-9573. Registration information
is also available on the Brethren Encyclopedia Facebook page (facebook.com/brethrenencyclopedia/).

Focusing on the
theme “Brethren
Intersections:
History, Identity,
Crosscurrents,”
the four-day
event looks at
groups who trace
their spiritual
heritage to
Alexander Mack
in 1708.

Brethren Encyclopedia publishes encyclopedias and monographs of Brethren interest.
The group is comprised of representatives of
the seven groups descended from Alexander
Mack, which include Church of the Brethren, Brethren Church, Dunkard Brethren
Church, Charis Fellowship (Fellowship of
Grace Brethren Churches), Conservative
Grace Brethren Churches International, and
two groups from the Old German Baptist
Brethren heritage.
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