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THE TIE THAT BINDS Liz Cutler Gates, Editor

“I needed this issue,” I told my husband. I needed 
a reminder that God will take care of us.

I think I needed this issue.
That wasn’t the case when it was planned months ago, or so 
I thought.

The concept was to encourage readers to be generous in 
supporting the local church and the many ministries of the 
Charis Fellowship (including GraceConnect). Rather than 
looking at stewardship, which sounds like holding things 
close, we wanted to encourage people to look at life with 
a generous spirit and an open hand in order to further the 
Kingdom. 

I have a friend who leaves a liberal tip after a meal at 
a restaurant, often after she’s initiated a conversation 
with the waiter or waitress and learned of a need. (And 
frequently that tip includes a gospel tract.) She’s shown 
up with an item that someone has casually mentioned as 

AN OPEN HAND

a need. (Of course, she bought it on sale.) She and her 
husband have come alongside single moms and needy 
families in ways I couldn’t begin to think of helping, all in 
the name of Jesus. They have been blessed financially and 
they don’t hold back when they see someone who could 
use help.

What an encouragement! With what God had given me, 
I started thinking generously, whether adding more to 
the tip at a restaurant, helping someone with a new set of 
clothes for work, or spontaneously showing up with a meal 
for a sick friend. 

Then my salary was cut. The medical expenses were more 
than we planned. Retirement looms, so I stress over 
whether we’ll have enough to live comfortably.

My open hand closed. 

I finalized this issue as we left for a much-needed getaway 
to a warmer climate. As the snow-edged pavement gave 
way to sand and palm trees, I looked through the copy one 
last time.

“I needed this issue,” I told my husband. I needed a 
reminder that God will take care of us. He has cared for 
us on the salaries of a retired teacher and a nonprofit 
executive. He will care for us as long as we need, and that 
includes when we are generous.

My hand has opened.

I trust this issue will help you consider how you might 
be generous in supporting your local church or ministries 
in the Charis Fellowship, perhaps starting with a gift to 
GraceConnect. (See the envelope inserted in the middle.)
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BIBLICAL CONCEPTS OF
MAXIMUMS
by Roger Stichter

Most Christians in the United States are willing to 
live with the guilt of knowing they could be more generous but 
not willing to live without the luxuries our society affords us.
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a miracle. “Then who can be saved?” 
they asked, just the question Jesus was 
waiting to answer. He said, “Getting 
people into the kingdom, even the rich, 
was possible, but only with God” (v. 27, 
author’s paraphrase).

ontinuing on, Peter spoke up, 
reminding Jesus that he and the 
other disciples had already left 

everything, which is exactly what Jesus 
had asked the rich guy to do (v. 28). I’m 
sure he wondered, “what then will there 
be for us?” (v. 27). But Jesus emphasized 
the great gain that could be experienced 
in heaven and on earth when one left 
everything behind. This makes no sense, 
does it? We still don’t know how it 
relates to children, and it is backwards 
from what is logical, or so it seems to 
us. But think of it this way—leaving ev-
erything makes us dependent on others. 
We can’t easily take care of ourselves if 
we don’t have reserves. Children are like 
this—dependent! They don’t have the 
ability to easily take care of themselves. 
They rely on parents to do this for 
them. With these two stories, I believe 
Jesus is making this point—that unless 
we are willing to release our desire to be 
dependent upon ourselves and become 
dependent upon God, we cannot enter 
the kingdom. So, how do we do it, then?

In the United States of America, this is 
easier said than done. David Platt, au-
thor of Radical: Taking Back Your Faith 
from the American Dream, says, “We 
stand amid an American dream domi-
nated by self-advancement, self-esteem, 
and self-sufficiency, by individualism, 
materialism, and universalism.”1 Indeed, 
our culture fights against what Jesus 

1  David Platt, Radical: Taking Back Your Faith 
from the American Dream, 1st ed (Colorado 
Springs: Multnomah Books, 2010), 19.

PEOPLE TEND TO GET SO ABSORBED IN 

TRYING TO GET RICH THAT THEY DON’T 

RECOGNIZE THEY ARE ALREADY RICH. 

(v. 21). This must have been the rich 
man’s main problem. He loved stuff and 
wanted more of it. Jesus knew this and 
told him that if he wanted to be perfect 
and have treasure in heaven, then he 
needed to sell his stuff and give the 
proceeds to the poor. But the man just 
couldn’t make that big of a sacrifice and 
he left—sad. 

It was here that Jesus said something re-
ally radical to the disciples, “How hard 
it is for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God!” (v. 23). In fact, it would be 
easier to shove a camel through the eye 
of a needle (v. 25). What? This becomes 
a little more understandable when we 
consider that every Jew believed the rich 
were wealthy because God’s favor was 
on them. The rich were already a shoe-
in for the kingdom. So, then, why did 
the rich guy even ask? Was he just look-
ing for confirmation that rich people 
were already in the kingdom? Or was 
he bragging, trying to draw attention to 
himself?

et’s go back to what Jesus meant 
when he said “eye of a needle” in 
verse 24. When Jesus said it was 

hard for the rich to enter the kingdom, 
the disciples were shocked. So Jesus 
explained further—it is easier for a 
camel to get shoved through the eye of a 
needle than for the rich to enter into the 
kingdom. I believe he really meant just 
that—the hole in a real needle, though 
some have speculated he meant the Eye 
of the Needle Gate, which was a small 
entrance to Jerusalem and, thus, it was 
difficult for anything large to make it 
through. But getting through could be 
done with difficulty. The disciples knew 
shoving a camel through the eye of a 
needle was impossible, and we all know 
they had that part right. It would take 

In three of the four Gospels, two 
stories are always told together. 
The first is where the little children 

came to Jesus but the disciples tried to 
keep them away. For some reason, the 
disciples must have thought their leader, 
Jesus, was too important to entertain 
children. In biblical times, children were 
not generally held in high esteem. We 
are told, however, that Jesus rebuked the 
disciples, stating that the kingdom of 
God was made for “such as these”—the 
children the disciples just shooed away. 
In the Mark account of this story, we 
are given more context when Jesus states 
that unless we receive the kingdom like 
children, we won’t even enter the king-
dom (10:15). This seems significant.

The second story is about a rich man 
who wanted to know what it would take 
to enter the kingdom. From the Mark 
account, we see Jesus said essentially the 
same thing he had said in the previ-
ous story—that this rich man needed 
to become like a child. Then He listed 
some of the ten commandments—don’t 
murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t 
steal, don’t give false testimony, honor 
your father and mother, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. The man con-
fidently professed to have kept all of 
these commandments since he was a 
boy (10:17–20); he thought he was a 
shoe-in. 

But Jesus hadn’t asked about all the ten 
commandments. He left off numbers 
one through four and ten. The first four 
commandments seem to be the ones 
that any good Jew would have kept. 
No other gods before Me. No idols. 
Don’t misuse My name. Remember the 
Sabbath. Those were a given. But the 
tenth commandment was not a given. 
Don’t covet; the one thing he lacked 

L

C
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taught. As Christians here, most of us 
probably live with “comfortable guilt.”2 
Comfortable guilt is when we are aware 
we should and could give away more 
money to do good for others, but we 
are not motivated enough to make the 
sacrifices in our own lifestyles to do so. I 
believe Platt is correct. Most Christians 
in the United States are willing to live 
with the guilt of knowing they could be 
more generous but not willing to live 
without the luxuries our society affords 
us. And this is the crux of the matter.

Andy Stanley recently wrote in his 
book, How to Be Rich, how many people 
tend to get so absorbed in trying to get 
rich that they don’t recognize they are 
already rich. When people can finally 
recognize they are already rich, then 
they are able to be good at being rich, 
which means they can become better at 
being generous.3

The Bible teaches us a lot about money. 
And I mean a lot! I believe covering 

2  Christian Smith, Michael O. Emerson, and 
Patricia Snell, Passing the Plate: Why American 
Christians Don’t Give Away More Money 
(Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008), 146.
3  Andy Stanley, How to Be Rich: It’s Not What 
You Have, It’s What You Do with What You 
Have (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013).

some important Scriptures from both 
the Old and New Testaments that teach 
some basic financial concepts will be 
helpful to understand God’s intention 
for money. Let’s start with Jesus, as His 
teachings give us a picture of God’s 
heart.

JESUS’ TEACHINGS       
ON MONEY
Choose Whom You Will Serve
In Matthew 4, Satan offered Jesus the 
world, but Jesus’ response was that we 
should worship and serve God alone (vv. 
8,9). Later, in Matthew 6:24, Jesus says 
essentially the same thing—we cannot 
serve both God and money. We have to 
choose. Either we serve something based 
in this world, or we serve someone who 
is concerned with more than this world. 
It is clear we cannot serve both. 

Focus on What Will Last
Also in Matthew 6, Jesus goes on to say 
that we shouldn’t worry about things 
in this life (v. 25), that pagans worry 
about such things (v. 31); instead, we 
are to seek the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness first (v. 32). I believe 
the emphasis here is worry. We aren’t to 
continually worry or fret or fixate about 

what we will eat, drink, or wear. When 
our main concern is about where we 
will eat out next or the next thing we 
want to buy, we are not thinking about 
the kingdom—instead, our focus is on 
things that will not last.

Jesus warns us in Luke 12 that true life 
does not consist in how much stuff we 
have (v. 15). We need to be rich toward 
God instead of being so concerned 
about storing up for ourselves on earth. 
Immediately following this story in 
Luke, Jesus teaches on not worrying 
about what to eat and wear. When we 
set our hearts on pursuing our basic 
physical needs, we are missing some-
thing greater. The treasure we store in 
heaven cannot be taken away (treasure 
we give to the poor), but things stored 
up on earth (material possessions) can 
be stolen away. Our hearts follow our 
treasure, so if we treasure and store up 
things on earth, our hearts will be there, 
too. But if we store up things in heaven, 
our hearts will follow (v. 34).

Don’t Be Deceived by Wealth
The parable of the sower shows how 
wealth can be deceitful (Mark 4). It is 
equated to a thorn that grows up and 
chokes out the word (the teachings of 
Jesus) making it unfruitful. Many of us 
probably know of people who were on 
fire for God until financial success seem-
ingly caused a change in them. They 
began seeking more wealth instead of 
seeking the kingdom with the same fer-
vor they had before becoming wealthy.

Also in Luke 6, Jesus gives us a con-
trast between the poor and the rich. 
He says the poor are blessed (v. 20) 
and the rich are receiving their reward 
in this life (v. 24). Again, this would 
have been the total reverse of what the 
Jewish culture believed. Mourning and 
weeping, which is what it appears the 

I BELIEVE JESUS IS MAKING THIS POINT—THAT UNLESS 

WE ARE WILLING TO RELEASE OUR DESIRE TO BE 

DEPENDENT UPON OURSELVES AND BECOME DEPENDENT 

UPON GOD, WE CANNOT ENTER THE KINGDOM.
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IF WE TREASURE AND STORE UP THINGS ON 

EARTH, OUR HEARTS WILL BE THERE, TOO. 

BUT IF WE STORE UP THINGS IN HEAVEN, 

OUR HEARTS WILL FOLLOW.

rich will be doing later—is not what 
happens in heaven, but hell. 

Rely on God 
to Meet Your Needs
Jesus praised the woman who gave 
all the money she had to the temple 
treasury even though she gave only a 
very small amount (Mark 12). Although 
wealthy people came and gave a lot of 
money, Jesus said the woman’s two small 
coins were worth more. Why? Because 
she gave it all. Talk about being depen-
dent on God! She just gave up every-
thing and decided to depend on God 
to meet her needs. This attitude of total 
dependence on God seems to fit becom-
ing like a child.

Pay Attention to the Internals
Jesus says what is inside us, our char-
acter, is more important than what we 
portray on the outside (Luke 11). He 
says the Pharisees are full of greed and, 
apparently, not adequately taking care of 
the poor because being generous to the 
poor would clean the inside (vv. 39–41). 
And giving a tithe doesn’t seem to be the 
solution either. The Pharisee in Luke 18 
gave the tithe but his heart wasn’t right. 
Internal attitudes and motives matter. 

Jesus discussed what defiles us in 
Mark 7. After being challenged by the 
Pharisees because some of the disciples 
were eating without properly washing 
their hands, Jesus stated that it is not 
what goes into your body that makes 
you unclean but what comes out from 
the inside—the heart. In verse 22 he 
mentions greed as one of the things that 
defiles. That is because greed keeps our 
focus on earthly things, what we can buy 
and have in this life, and shifts our focus 
away from what really matters for eter-
nity—living for the kingdom of God.

Share Your Wealth with Others
It is interesting that in the parable of 
the banquet in Luke 14, the first two 
excuses people gave about why they 
couldn’t come to the banquet dealt 
with the things they had just bought—
a field and oxen. This seems to fit really 
well with Jesus’s warning about how 
being so consumed with things we can 
buy on this earth will keep us from the 
kingdom (vv. 16–19, 24). It doesn’t 
seem to mean that having things is bad 
because the father in the parable of the 
lost son in Luke 15 has a lot of wealth. 
He threw a party with some of it when 
his son came home. He wasn’t so wor-
ried about accumulating more that 
he wasn’t willing to give up wealth for 
people (vv. 22–24).

Use What You Have 
for Good—Today
In Luke 16, Jesus tells a parable that 
is pretty difficult to understand. A 
manager is fired and begins to give a dis-
count to the people who owe things to 
his previous boss. Jesus seems to praise 
this “dishonest” manager. That doesn’t 
fit much of what we have learned about 
being honest. But the lesson appears to 
be one of generosity—that things of this 
earth are to be used to help people (v. 
9). We have no guarantee that anything 
in this life will be here tomorrow. People 
sometimes lose everything when natural 
disasters happen. All they had is almost 
instantly gone with no way to get it 
back. But if we will use what we have to 
help people, we will have heavenly gain. 
Hoarding with the intent of helping 
in the future is misguided and uncer-
tain. Jesus again reminds us that we 
can’t serve both God and Money (v. 13 
TNIV). One will reveal where our heart 
really is and the other will be secondary.

Help the Needy Among You
In Luke 16, Jesus tells how a rich man 
neglected to care for a poor man who 
was right at his doorstep. The rich man 
didn’t get a second chance. In death, 
the poor man was rewarded and the 
rich man was sent to hell. The rich 
man had his chance but cared more 
about his own comfort than helping 
the poor (vv. 22, 23). 

Also, in the parable of the talents, Jesus 
commends those who help the needy 
(Matt. 25). Obviously, to help the 
needy, we have to give something away 
that we could have used for ourselves—
our time, money, talents. Jesus says, if 
you aren’t willingly and actively help-
ing the needy, you aren’t part of the 
kingdom but facing eternal punishment 
(vv. 34–43).

Right Your Wrongs 
Zacchaeus seemed to get it (Luke 19). 
When meeting Jesus for the first time, 
Zacchaeus decided to right the wrongs 
he had done to others and give half of 
all he had to the poor (vv. 1–10). I won-
der how many people he had cheated 
and then gave four times that amount 
back to them? How much did Zac-
chaeus have left? Maybe not very much. 
Jesus gave him the highest commenda-
tion in verse 9, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because this man, 
too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of 
Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
Zacchaeus seemed to get what the rich 
man in Mark 10 did not.

Roger L. Stichter, M.B.A., D.B.A., C.P.A., 
is professor of accounting at Grace College, 
Winona Lake, Ind. This is an excerpt 
from his forthcoming book, The Principle 
of Maximums: Living With Enough to 
Give Away More (BMH Books 2019)



8   GraceConnect  |  Winter and Spring 2019 

LESSONS IN
BIBLICAL
GENEROSITY by Drew Flamm

The Bible has 2,350 verses that deal with 
money and possessions. That is more than 
verses about heaven and hell combined.
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EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD 

BELONGS TO HIM... SO HOW DOES GOD 

WANT US TO MANAGE HIS STUFF?

remember my first donor 
appointment well. My boss asked 
me to accompany him to play 

golf with George, a major donor. 
I spent the previous night ironing 
my clothes, shining my shoes, and 
ensuring my golf clubs were in 
tip-top shape. We showed up to the 
course early and waited for George to 
arrive. When George pulled into the 
parking lot, my preconceived notions 
about what a donor should look 
like were immediately challenged. 
He drove a rusted-out Ford, had 
patches on his khaki pants—which 
his wife would sew on whenever holes 
appeared—and when I asked where 
he acquired his clubs, he responded 
in all seriousness, “Kmart special.”

I learned during that round of 
golf that George worked at a 
manufacturing plant his whole life 
and his wife was a teacher. They did 
not have any kids so giving to help 
students learn about Jesus and get 
an education became their mission. 
Through scrimping, saving, and the 
Lord’s blessing, they had been able to 
give hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to various causes.

George was one of the first to teach 
me about biblical generosity. Since 
then, I have had the privilege to sit 
with hundreds of donors who have 
all helped me better understand what 
God says about generosity and how 
to live it out. Here are just a few 
lessons I have learned:

God Owns Everything
Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the 
Lord’s and everything in it.” God is 
the creator of the heavens and earth 

and, therefore, everything in the 
world belongs to him. He allows us 
the honor and privilege of managing 
small portions of his estate for a short 
period of time. So how does God 
want us to manage his stuff? His 
word provides many principles, but 
one central financial management 
principle God endorses is being 
generous with his wealth. What an 
awesome privilege! What if I wrote 
you a million-dollar check and asked 
you to give it away? How fun would 
that be! You get all the joy of giving 
away someone else’s wealth. Well, that 
is exactly what God does with us. He 
gives each of us resources to manage 
and give away. Our performance 
as God’s portfolio manager has 
significant ramifications as well, 
and we should be seeking an eternal 
return on investment. As Jim Elliot 
famously put it, “He is no fool who 
gives what he cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose.”

Money and Stewardship    
are Important to God
The Bible has 2,350 verses that deal 
with money and possessions. That is 
more than verses about heaven and 
hell combined. The first stewardship 
command comes in Genesis 1:28, 
“And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.’” 
One of the first things God tells 
his new image-bearers has to do 
with stewardship—to rule over and 
take care of everything that moves. 
Passages about stewardship and 

I money are sprinkled throughout 
Scripture making it impossible 
to miss the value God places on 
stewardship. Jesus taught extensively 
on stewardship and money. He 
taught that money should be given to 
support the work of the Lord through 
religious institutions (Matthew 
23:23; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 8:1-
3); he said we should pay our taxes 
(Matthew 17:24-27; 22:17-22); he 
taught we should use our financial 
resources to help the poor and needy 
(Luke 10:29-37; 18:18-25); Jesus 
valued missionary support (Luke 8:1-
3; 10:1-9); he taught to be shrewd 
in spending (Matthew 7:7-12); he 
exhorted his followers to trust God to 
supply our all our needs and not to 
rely on our own resources (Matthew 
6:9-13, 19-34; Luke 12:22-34); 
and, he taught not to use the power 
money provides to coerce or lord 
it over others (Matthew 18:23-34; 
Luke 7:40-43; 20:9-16). Maybe the 
greatest example of the value Jesus 
placed on money and stewardship 
is found in Matthew 25:23 in the 
parable of the talents as the master 
commends his servant who invested 
his money well by telling him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant…
enter into the joy of your master.”

God Gets the Praise           
for Generosity
Paul, in Philippians 1, praises God for 
the Philippians’ missionary support. 
We have a donor couple at Grace Col-
lege and Seminary who asks us to pub-
lish the words “To God be the Glory” 
on anything they support. This couple 
has been very generous, so we have a 
“To God be the Glory Scholarship” 
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Learn more and purchase online // PathSeries.com

MAP COMPASSGUIDE

Navigate the journey
to global missions
Just as travel tools and resources guide us  
to destinations, give us insights, and point  
the way, the books in The Path Series will 
help you explore your calling and navigate  
the journey to global missions.
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WE DID NOTHING; HE GAVE EVERYTHING. 

OUR GENEROSITY SHOULD REFLECT HIS.

and if you look around campus, you 
will find that phrase posted on various 
buildings and rooms. This couple 
gets it. They understand it’s all God’s 
money, and they are simply temporary 
stewards. After learning this principle, 
I began to praise God and thank 
donors. When writing a letter or mak-
ing a call to thank a donor, I will start 
with the phrase, “We praise God and 
thank you for …” It is a subtle way to 
ensure both of us recognize God gets 
the praise.

Donors Should Know the 
Impact of Their Generosity
After giving praise to God for the 
Philippians’ generosity, Paul lets 
them know how their generosity has 
“advanced the gospel” by telling them 
the gospel has made it all the way to 
the imperial guard, which is likely 
the emperor’s group of elite body 
guards. What joy the Philippians 
must have felt in hearing the impact 
of their generosity. We need to share 
specific stories of impact more often 
and more creatively in thanking those 
who give generously. How often 
do you thank your supporters? Is 
it generic or do you let them know 
specific instances of eternal impact 
that happened because of their 
generosity? Give your supporters 
stories of impact so they may praise 
God with you.

Generosity Brings Joy
Giving can be so much fun (2 
Corinthians 9:6-14). Hudson Taylor 
once reflected, “The less I spent on 
myself and the more I gave to others, 
the fuller of happiness and blessing 
did my soul become.” Recently, a 

donor called me on the phone after 
the passing of her mom and dad. 
She was calling to thank me for the 
joy their family was able to receive 
through the gifts their mom and 
dad made to Grace College and 
Seminary. This donor was literally 
thanking me for allowing her parents 
to give away hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of her inheritance. Wow! 
That kind of joy and perspective is 
rare. I sometimes joke that I’m in the 
business of selling joy. If you give to 
the college, you get nothing in return, 
except the joy of knowing you are 
making an eternal impact through 
students’ lives and hearts being 
shaped, molded and prepared to go 
serve a desperate and dying world. It’s 
actually a pretty good deal!

Our Generosity Should 
Reflect God’s Generosity
We should give out of gratitude 
for what God has done for us. The 
familiar refrain of John 3:16 says, 
“For God so loved the world, that he 
GAVE his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” The greatest act of 
generosity this world has ever seen 
is God giving up his Son so that we 
could be adopted into God’s family. 
It is the great exchange; God’s grace 
for our sin. Ultimately, generosity is 
about the gospel and God’s heart for 
sinners. There is nothing in me and 
nothing in you that would incentivize 
or compel God to give up his greatest 
possession for our souls. His love 
for us is deep, wide and beyond 
comprehension, and his generosity 
is beyond compare. Our motivation 
to be generous should be out of 

thanksgiving for God giving his only 
Son to save sinners like you and me.

Not only is God’s sacrifice our 
motivation, it is our example. Have 
you ever experienced quid pro quo 
giving? The person who gives with 
the expectation of something in 
return. We do this with neighbor kids 
all the time. We buy their cookies 
for their school fundraiser, then a 
few weeks later, we send over our 
kids to ask for a return purchase 
of overpriced cookies. It’s not true 
generosity; it’s quid pro quo giving. 
I’m thankful God is not a quid pro 
quo giver. He willingly gave his Son 
to pay for our sin, he compelled us to 
follow him, he took away our sin, and 
he gave us the promise of eternal life. 
We did nothing; he gave everything. 
Our generosity should reflect his. 
We should give without expecting 
anything in return and give all the 
glory to God for any good that comes 
from our generosity.

If generosity is at the heart of the 
gospel, and money and stewardship is 
one of the most written about topics 
in the Bible, then it should be a topic 
we engage, teach, exhort and recog-
nize. Begin talking about stewardship 
and generosity on a regular basis; 
praise God for those who give; make 
sure supporters know you are thankful 
for them; let your ministry supporters 
hear the specific ways their giving is 
making an eternal impact; and always 
point to the most generous of Fathers 
as our example and motivation. Begin 
selling joy to those you lead!

Dr. Drew Flamm is vice president of 
advancement at Grace College, Winona 
Lake, Ind.
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ith so much need in 
the world, how does the 

church even begin to reflect 
the inclusive and generous nature of 
God? 

The women of Auburn Grace in 
northern California would say that it 
starts by meeting a need in the local 
community. 

My Best Friend’s Closet is an annual 
event that brings women in the 
Auburn, Calif., community together 
through the joy of a commonly 
loved activity – shopping! This year, 
on February 1 and 2, nearly 40 
volunteers, and members of Auburn 
Grace Community Church (Phil 
Sparling, senior pastor) set up a 
boutique-style shopping experience 
with hundreds of donations.  

The experience began four years ago 
as the brainchild of Ruth Sparling, the 
pastor’s wife. Since then, women of the 
church have taken the reins. This year, 
Leah Capuchino, a member of Auburn 
Grace, continued the tradition.  

With the event taking place on a 
Friday and Saturday, Capuchino and 
the volunteers began their work on 
Thursday by converting the church’s 
sanctuary into a boutique. 

“We sort all the clothing and display 
it on racks and tables arranged by size 
and type of garment,” said Capuchino. 
“We display jewelry on decorative 
jewelry racks and create beautiful 
displays for the accessories.”  

The items are organized to make the 
experience relaxing and enjoyable for 
the women who attend. 

“It is important to us to create an 
environment that gives our guests 
dignity and a little pampering in their 

MY BEST 
FRIEND’S CLOSET
PROVIDES 
FELLOWSHIP
AND
MEETS NEED
by Lindsay Schuster

W

My Best Friend’s Closet is an annual 
event that brings women in the 
Auburn, Calif., community together 
through the joy of a commonly 
loved activity – shopping! 
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shopping experience!” she added. By 
providing a stress-free experience, 
women are more likely to return the 
next year, allowing space for volunteers 
to build relationships and show them 
the love of Christ.  

Each attendee’s shopping experience 
begins with volunteers giving her $100 
of “funny money,” which is simply 
currency printed with the Auburn 
Grace logo. Prices on items ranged 
from $1 to $10. However, attendees 
are not always limited to $100 of 
funny money. 

“When we encounter someone who 
has selected more than the $100 worth 
of items, we speak with them about 
their need,” Capuchino says. Often, 
volunteers discover that these women 
are shopping to meet the needs of 
many others.  

Capuchino says that there were a few 
Spanish-speaking women who came to 
the event this year because they were 
not only shopping for their families 
here, but for family members in their 
home countries, including El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Mexico. One woman, 
who helps run a boarding house for 
recovering drug addicts, came seeking 
items for the women she houses. 

“Many of these people came with a 
specific shopping list of the sizes and 
needs of the people that they were try-
ing to accommodate,” says Capuchino. 
“It was amazing to see the mindfulness 
of the people that came through.”  

fter the event concluded, 
remaining items were given to 
local Christian charities.  

Not only is My Best Friend’s Closet 
an effective means of drawing women 
together in fellowship, but it also 

serves as an opportunity for the 
volunteers to share the gospel with the 
women who came to shop. “We offer 
spiritual counseling and prayer in a 
confidential environment to any who 
come seeking,” Capuchino noted.  

his year’s event brought in 322 
women. Among these were 
two who would forever have 

their lives transformed by coming to 
a saving knowledge of Christ. One 
of these women was pregnant and 
expecting her baby on that very day. 

“The amount of families that came 
through our doors has inspired me to 
consider children and men’s clothing 
for next year’s event,” said Capuchino.  

She admits that she is pleased with the 
way this year’s event turned out. 

“I believe that our community bene-
fited because women across all demo-
graphics were able to come together 
and enjoy clothing and fellowship with 
other women,” she says.  

Lindsay Schuster is a senior at Grace 
College from Brownsville, Tex., and is 
majoring in English, with minors in 
marketing and creative writing.

Not only is My Best 
Friend’s Closet an 
effective means of 
drawing women 
together in fellowship, 
but it also serves as 
an opportunity for the 
volunteers to share the 
gospel with the women 
who came to shop.

T

A

ONE WOMAN, WHO HELPS RUN A BOARDING 

HOUSE FOR RECOVERING DRUG ADDICTS, CAME 

SEEKING ITEMS FOR THE WOMEN SHE HOUSES. 
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ixty years ago, obtaining the funds 
to build a church was difficult. 
When a group wanted to construct 

a new building or expand their facilities, 
banks were wary of lending to them  – afraid 
that they might not see the money again.

Dr. L. L. Grubb and the other leaders in 
the Grace Brethren movement recognized 
the need for a ministry that would provide 
financing for churches and other ministry 
projects. The result was the Grace Breth-
ren Investment Foundation (GBIF), an 
organization within the Charis Fellowship 
(Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches) 
that has provided affordable financing for 
more than 250 congregations in the U.S. 
and in excess of $115 million in loans. In 
2018, they set a new record in net operating 
income at $1,705,865. 

Loans are made possible because investors 
from across the United States earn a respect-
able interest, compounded monthly from 
day of deposit to day of withdrawal, and 
receive quarterly statements summarizing 
the activity in their investment accounts. 

In addition, the GBIF sets the tone for 
generosity in the Fellowship as their board 
of directors approves goodwill contribu-
tions to Charis Fellowship ministries. 
Nearly 20 years ago, the decision was made 
to contribute a significant percentage of 
the yearly net operating income to benefit 
ministries within the Fellowship. Today, 
that annual amount approaches the major-
ity of the operating income. Last year, more 
than $700,000 was given to a variety of 
organizations, helping with church plant-
ing, Christian education, communications, 
youth ministry, and other activities that 
further Charis Fellowship efforts to expand 
the Kingdom.

It all began in 1955 with a church in 
Seattle, Wash., that was having an especially 
difficult time obtaining the funds to build. 
At national conference in Portland, Ore., 
that year, the concept of the investment 
foundation, a church extension fund that 
would help provide financing for churches, 

S

was approved. A dedicated member of the 
Grace Brethren Church in Dayton, Ohio, 
made the first investment of $40,000, and 
the ministry was on its way. The Seattle 
church ultimately was able to build with 
borrowed funds, and that seed money has 
grown to more than $100 million today.

The primary focus of GBIF is investing in 
churches. They have helped facilitate expan-
sion at large churches like Grace Commu-
nity Church in Goshen, Ind. (Jim Brown, 
senior pastor), Grace Church of Akron, 
Ohio (Jeff Bogue, senior pastor), or Grace 
Fellowship, Pickerington, Ohio (Keith 
Minier, lead pastor). But their focus is not 
just on large churches. They have come 
alongside smaller congregations, like Brigh-
ton Chapel (Rustin Krapfl, senior pastor) in 
Howe, Ind., where the GBIF assisted with a 
new building, or Grace Fellowship Church, 
Leamersville, Pa. (Mark Lingenfelter, senior 
pastor), where a new activity center was 
financed. They have also provided financing 
for projects at Camp Conquest, the retreat 
center operated by the Northern Atlantic 
District of the Fellowship of Grace Brethren 
Churches in Denver, Pa., and at Grace Col-
lege and Seminary, Winona Lake, Ind.

“It is our privilege to serve the Charis Fel-
lowship,” said Ken Seyfert, president and 
CEO of the Foundation. “By providing 
affordable mortgage rates, we’ve helped 
ministries around North America reach 
their communities with the gospel. God has 
enabled GBIF also to contribute millions of 
dollars to further His work in and through 
the Charis Fellowship,” he added.

GBIF SETS TONE FOR
GENEROSITY

“It is our privilege 
to serve the Charis 
Fellowship,” 
said Ken Seyfert, 
president and CEO 
of the Foundation. 
“By providing 
affordable mortgage 
rates, we’ve helped 
ministries around 
North America reach 
their communities 
with the gospel.”
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steward is one who manages another 
person’s property. As Christians, we 
know that all we have belongs to 

God because it is sent to us from His gra-
cious hand. Therefore, we are stewards of 
God’s possessions, including our children. 
And somehow, we need to find a way to 
teach them that same principle as it relates 
to their time, talents, and treasures. 

One important area of stewardship relates 
to our treasure. Like every other area of 
stewardship, God is interested in the whole 
picture, not just a percentage. What we do 
with all our treasure is important to Him. 

The matter of monetary stewardship affects 
at least four basic biblical areas of truth. 
These areas are essential in training our 
children concerning handling money. 

First, we must teach our children how they 
get their money. According to James 1:17 
(NASB), “Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows.” Children need to 
know God is the source of our money. He 
has also given us strong bodies and healthy 
minds by which we can earn our money. 
Many parents give their children a weekly 
allowance. This is good because the child is 
learning that money comes through honest 
work. It is also better to provide a weekly 
allowance than to pay the child for every 
single job he does. We do not live in a soci-
ety where we are paid for each thing we do. 

Secondly, God is interested in how we share 
our money. Our sinful nature wants us to 
keep our treasures for ourselves. This is 
inborn into our children. A godly example 
of parental sharing is basic to training our 
children in this matter. 

From the beginning, children must learn 
God loves a cheerful giver -- one who shares 
what he has with others. Training children 
to give from a happy heart and not grudg-
ingly is essential. 

There are different ways to teach a child 
to give to the Lord. The best way is for the 

parents to set the example. Discuss with the 
child how you give and the determining fac-
tors. When there are times you cannot give 
as much, talk about this with your children. 
Involve them in your giving. Parents should 
tell their children how they give, to what, 
and why. They should always express this 
privilege as a joy, not a duty or “have to” 
spirit of giving. 

It is best to give your child an allowance 
so he can give from out of his own abun-
dance – not yours. They need to be taught 
the sense of joy in letting go of something 
that belongs to them. Possession comes 
first – then the willingness to give with its 
attendant joy. 

God is also interested in how we spend our 
money. It is important children learn to be 
content with needs, not wants. 

And finally, God is interested in how we 
save our money. The first part of our money 
is for God, and then we save a specified 
amount. The rest should be used to purchase 
our needs and wants. God will honor this 
method of handling our money if we do it 
for Him. 

The key to stewardship in these areas of 
time, talent, and treasure is none other than 
faithfulness. The best instruction is “caught 
and not taught” by parental example. As 
godly parents, we must follow Paul’s admo-
nition in I Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore 
my dear brothers (parents), stand firm. Let 
nothing move you. Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.” Let’s be the godly parents that God 
intends for us to be and diligently teach our 
children to wisely use the time, talents, and 
treasures that God has abundantly given to 
them for His glory.

Donna Miller is the mother of three grown 
daughters. She and her husband, Tom, are 
active members of the Winona Lake Grace 
Brethren Church, Winona Lake, Ind. This was 
adapted from an article in the November 1986 
issue of the Brethren Missionary Herald.

From the beginning 
children must learn 
God loves a cheerful 
giver — one who 
shares what he has 
with others. 

TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT 
STEWARDSHIP 
by Donna Miller

A
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ou may think $10 can’t buy 
much. But it bought the Portis, 

Kan., Grace Brethren Church 
(Dave Sarver, pastor) a testimony like 
none other through God’s power.

Last year, the church of 70 decided 
they wanted to send a group to aid 
Island of Hope Church, another 
Charis Fellowship congregation in 
Bow Island, Alberta (Oliver Edwards, 
pastor), with building projects and 
community outreach.

The Portis church figured they needed 
to raise about $7,900 to cover the cost 
of the trip and the building project. 
Being a smaller church, this amount 
would require a bit of fundraising.

Sharon Wolters, a member of the 
Portis church, was inspired by an idea 
to raise money that the Worthington, 
Ohio Grace Brethren Church (now 
Grace Polaris Church) had carried 
out years ago. The idea was to provide 
$10 in an envelope to 60 people (the 
$600 had been provided by a donor) 
and encourage participants to pray 
and invest the money in any way they 
wished.

Wolters, being herself very missions-
minded, was able to champion this 
idea to her church, and the Portis 
congregation embraced it.

“People just got really creative. 
Everyone took their own talent and 
did something with the $10,” Wolters 
says.

Ideas ranged from selling white 
chocolate-covered popcorn, watercolor 
paintings, pies, and quilts. Using 
Facebook allowed many participants 
to publicize their products, and it 
caused an encouraging response from 
their community.

“One participant received a wad of 
cash from one person that included 

$100. She went back to return the 
extra cash, thinking it was a mistake. 
The donor said, ‘No, we think this is 
the coolest thing ever.’ We just have 
story after story,” Wolters shares.

Three girls ran a lemonade stand, and 
a local kindergarten teacher heard 
about it on social media. The teacher 
brought her morning and afternoon 
classes over and bought them all drinks 
and cookies.

“She wanted her class to see that even 
young people can do good things,” 
says Wolters.

At the beginning of June, the 
congregation collected envelopes back 
from participants to see what had 
come of the ten-dollar challenge. The 
congregation raised an astounding 
$8,000.

“We were just coming together as 
one and cheering each other on,” says 
Wolters.

Even before they took their trip, 
the Portis church recognized that 
God doesn’t need a megachurch to 
accomplish things.

“When, instead of ‘doing’ church, you 
just ‘be’ the Church, a small church 
can accomplish great things,” Wolters 
says. “People in the community 
were impacted in a way we did 
not anticipate. Sometimes you get 
discouraged, but when that happens, 
God makes us more prayerful.”

And in prayer, God’s will becomes 
apparent and attainable.

This story first appeared in GraceConnect 
eNews (week of July 18, 2018). To 
subscribe to the weekly e-newsletter that 
includes news and information from 
congregations in the Charis Fellowship 
(Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches), 
go to graceconnect.us/subscribe.

The idea was 
to provide $10 
in an envelope 
to 60 people... 
and encourage 
participants to 
pray and invest the 
money in any way 
they wished.

Y

TEN-DOLLAR
CHALLENGE 

The team from Portis, Kan., traveled to Bow 
Island, Alberta, to help with various projects, 
and created a lasting bond between the two 
churches.
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